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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 


In accordance with the call of the Executive Committee, a special meet- 
ing of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist Missionary Union 
was held in New York city, in the house of worship of the Madison Avenue 
Baptist church, on Wednesday, Dec. 13, 1865, at 10, A. M. 

i the absence of the Chairman of the Board, the Recording Secretary, 
Rev. G. J. Johnson, of Iowa, called the meeting to order, and Rev. G. 8. 
Webb, D. D., of N. J., was elected Chairman protem. Rey. 8. Cornelius, 
Mich., led in prayer. 

The roll was called and the following members were found to be present. 

T. H. Archibald, Vt., A. Hubbell, N. Y., 

R. Babcock, N. Y., G. J. Johnson, Iowa, 

S. L. Caldwell, R. L, W. H. Parmly, N. J., 
8S. Colgate, N. Y., 8. D. Phelps, Conn., 

8. Cornelius, Mich., J. Wheaton Swith, Pa., 
8. A. Crozer, Pa., E. E. L. Taylor, N. Y., 
M. Davis, Vt., G. 8. Webb, N. J., 

L. A. Dunn, Vt., H. G. Weston, N. Y. 
H. C. Fish, N. J., 


On motion of Rev. S. Cornelius, all members of the Union, Life and 
Annual, and also all visiting brethren in attendance were invited to a seat 
with the Board, so far as to participate in our deliberations. 

On motion of Rev. W. H. Parmly, a Committee of Arrangements was 
appointed, consisting of Rev. Drs. Weston, Murdock and Fish. 

The Corresponding Secretary of the Union, Rev. Dr. Warren, read the 
following paper. 


Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board of Managers of the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union :— 

On the 23d day of October last the following communication was received by 
the Corresponding Secretary from the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Publication Society :— 


“Rev. J. G. Warren, D. D. . 

“Dear Sir,—At a special meeting of the Board of the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society, held on Thursday, Sept. 21, 1865, an application was made by Rev. 
NA Wiberg for the reénforcement of, and an increased appropriation to, the Swedish 

ission. 

“On motion, it was ‘Resolved, That a committee be appointed to correspond with 
the Executive Committee of the American Baptist Missionary Union, with reference 
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to the transference of the missionary work in Sweden, heretofore conducted by this 
Society, to the care of the Union.’ 

“The undersigned were appointed said committee, and we now transmit the above 
resolution through you to the Executive Committee of the Missionary Union. Our 
Board are convinced that the growing importance of the home work of the Publica- 
tion Society will not justify a larger appropriation to the Swedish Mission, and are 
= satisfied that, as a foreign work, it more properly belongs to the Missionary 

nion. 
“We respectfully submit the question of the transference of that mission to the 
consideration of the Executive Committee of the Union, and express the hope that 
the transference may be effected. —_ Respectfully yours, 
“Wm. F. HANseLL, 

“James Cooper, 
“J. WHEATON SMITH, 
“G. W. ANDERSON.” 


On the day of its reception, the Executive Committee of the Missionary Union 
being in session, this letter was read, and, in accordance with the direction of the 
Committee, the following reply was subsequently prepared and forwarded : 


“AMERICAN Baptist Misstonary UNION, 
“12 Beprorp STREET, 
“Boston, Oct. 25, 1865. 
“Rev. Wm. F. anp OrHers, a Committee of the A. B. Pub. Society: 

“Dear Brethren,—Your communication, under date of the 18th inst., proposing, 
in behalf of the Board of your Society, a transfer of the Swedish Mission to the care 
and support of the Missionary Union, reached me on the 23d inst., and was the same 
day laid before the Executive Committee. 

“The proposal was received in the same spirit of magnanimity in which it was 
made, and the following votes were at once passed and placed on record : 

“Voted, That the Committee of the American Baptist Publication Society be in- 
formed that the Executive Committee regard their proposition with special favor, 
and will, at an early period, lay the same before the Board of Managers ; 

“Voted, That a special meeting of the Board of Managers be called, to be held in 
the city of New York on the 13th of December, 1865. 

“The Constitution of the Missionary Union prohibits the Executive Committee 
‘from establishing a mission without sanction and direction of the Board, and hence 
the necessity of the above call. There can be no doubt but that the action of the 
Board will be favorable, and the business may be considered as good as consummated. 

“Please make known this action to the members of your Board, with the assurance 
of the most cordial good will and earnest codperation for the attainment of every good 
and noble end. Iam, Yours affectionately, 

“J. G. WARREN, Cor. Sec.” 


This correspondence explains, in part, the occasion which has called the Board 
together at this unusual season, and presents one of the subjects that is to claim con- 
sideration. A reference to the call issued by the Assistant Corresponding Secretary 
will show that other objects were contemplated by the Committee. The summons 
runs thus: ° 

“The Executive Committee, having received from the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society a tender of the care and supervision of the Baptist Mission in Sweden, 
and having also under consideration the redépening of missions in Africa, at their 
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 23d, voted to call a special meeting of the Board of Man- 
agers on the 13th day of December, 1865, in the city of New York, for the pur 
of considering these and other important subjects relating to our missionary se 9 

It is proper that the Executive Committee should present such facts relating to 
the various matters claiming attention as shall enable the Board to act with wisdom 
and promptness. 

THE TRANSFER OF THE SWEDISH MISSION. 

Rey. Andrew Wiberg, for many years prominently associated, in the minds of 
American Baptists, with this mission, has furnished, at the request of the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, a sketch of the origin and progress of the work, together with its 
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present and prospective wants, the whole forming a statement so lucid and compact 
that we give it in his own words :— 


Early History. 


The present religious movement in Sweden, as connected with the Baptist mission, 
may be traced principally to two sources: 1. the labors of brother Fredrick Olaus 
Nilsson, and, 2. the colporteur mission established by the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society in the year 1855. ‘ 

Brother Nilsson, after having been converted in this country, returned to Sweden, 
his native land, in the year 1839. In 1842 he was appointed by the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society to labor as a colporteur among the seamen at Gothenburg. In 
1845 his attention was directed to the subject of baptism by a young Swedish sailor, 
Capt. Gustavus Schroeder, who had been baptized in New York by Rev. I. R. Stew- 
ard, pastor of the Baptist Mariners’ church. On the Ist of August, 1847, brother 
Nilsson was baptized by Rev. J. G. Oncken in Hamburg. On the 21st of September, 
1848, Rev. A. P. Forster, from Denmark, baptized the wife of Nilsson, two of his 

"brothers and two other believers, in the Cattegat, near Gothenburg. That same 
night the first Baptist church in Sweden, consisting of six members, was organized 
in the parish of Sanda, district of Halland. In May of 1849 brother Nilsson was 
ordained as a Baptist minister by brother Oncken in Hamburg, after which he re- 
turned to Sweden and continued his labors for the advancement of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, sustained by the Baptist Mariners’ Church in New York. After having 
labored two years in extending the Redeemer’s cause in Sweden, and, during that 
time, baptized some fifty believers, he was banished from his native land, and had to 
take refuge in Denmark, in July, 1851, leaving behind him fifty-six baptized believers, 
scattered in different districts. As the storm of persecution continued to rage 
against this little flock of believers, between twenty and thirty of them emigrated 
to this country in the summer of 1853, accompanied by brother Nilsson. 

About the year 1850 another movement, in the interest of the Baptists, arose in 
Stockholm, entirely unconnected with the movement in the south of Sweden as com- 
menced by brother Nilsson. This movement was owing to the influence of a brother 
by the name of Peter Johanson, a native of Sweden, who had been living some 
twenty years in England, and was a member of a Baptist church in Hull. This 
brother made a visit to his native country in the year 1849, and through his influence 
the attention of a few Christians in Stockholm was drawn to the subject of believers’ 
baptism. In the year of 1850, myself, after having, from conscientious scruples, sev- 
ered my connection with the State church as a minister, came to Stockholm, where 
I met with these Christians. Being much attached to the writings and doctrines 
of Luther, I strongly opposed the new views which these Christian friends had begun 
to imbibe, and even went so far as to promise to write a work in defence of infant 
baptism. But in the spring of 1851 1 was invited to accompany one of these breth- 
ren, Mr. Daniel Forssell, to Hamburg, as an interpreter of the German language. 
While in Hamburg I visited the Baptist church in that city, and became acquainted 
with brother Oncken and his Allowtabern, brother J. Kobner. With these 
brethren I had strong discussions on the subject of baptism, and left them with the 
conviction that I had been victorious in my debates. On leaving Hamburg brother 
Kobner presented me with a German translation of Pengilly’s “Scripture Guide to 
Baptism.” This Tread on my voyage back to Stockholm, and when I saw the ex 
sition of 1 Cor. 7, 14, given in this work, my former confidence in infant baptism 
began to be shaken. On my return to Stockholm I commenced immediately to peruse 
Hinton’s “History of Baptism,” and also Dr. Carson’s work, “Baptism in its Mode 
and Subjects.” After a careful study of these works and a close examination of 
the Greek New Testament, I was fully convinced that infant baptism had no foun- 
dation in the New Testament, and was, therefore, unscriptural. No sooner had I 
become convinced of the truth on the subject of baptism than I commenced writ- 
ing a work on believers’ baptism, which wascompleted in the year 1852 and left in the 
hands of the printer. 

Having been attacked by a severe illness in the year 1851, I was advised by my 
physician to take asea-voyage. Consequently I sailed for the United States in July, 
1852. On the way I was baptized fe Vestine Nilsson, in the Baltic Sea, near to 


Copenhagen, on the 23d of August, between i1 and 12 o’clock in the night. I 
arrived in New York in the following September, and, soon after my arrival, was 
appointed by the American Baptist Publication Society to labor as a colporteur in 

ew York. After having spent three years in this country, and during that time 


i 
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written a new work on baptism—also composed and translated some tracts,—I re- 
turned to Sweden in September, 1855, appointed by the Publication Society as 
superintendent of colportage. 

During my absence in America, the work on baptism, which I had left for pub- 
lication on the eve of my departure from Sweden, was read by many, and many 
were, by its perusal, convinced of their duty to be immersed. Among those thus 
couvinced was a brother by the name of Peter Ferdinand Hejdenberg. This 
brother was baptized by brother Oncken in Hamburg in the spring of 1854, and or- 
dained, after which he returned to Sweden and baptized during the years of 1845 
and 1855 about three hundred believers in different parts of the kingdom. 


Progress and Results of the Work. 


Soon after my return to Stockholm in November, 1855, four brethren were ap- 
pointed as colporteurs, who went out from village to village, and from parish to naib, 
preaching the gospel, distributing books and tracts, and baptizing converts. By de- 
grees more colporteurs were appointed, and during the last five or six years about 
ten brethren have been supported by the Publication Society. The labors of theses 
brethren have been signaliy blessed—so much so that, whereas in 1855, there were 
only about three hundred baptized believers, at the close of the last year the statistics 
show 6,41] communicants, 172 churches and 7 associations. In this number are not 
included three Baptist churches in Norway, which are the truits of the labors of broth- 
er Frederick Rymker, who for a short time was supported by the Publication Society. 
In Stockholm, the special field of my own labors, the Lord has also greatly blessed 
his work. When I returned to Stockholm in 1855, there were about twenty baptized 
believers, who were soon organized into a regular Baptist church. This church has 
continued to increase, so that its present membership is about 370. 

When we take into consideration the small means by which this work has been car- 
ried out, and the intense opposition and severe persecution which it has met, we 
may truly say, this is agreat work and wonderful in our eyes. To the Lord belongs 
all the glory. 

Exigencies and Necessities of the Field. 

But this work of the regeneration of the Swedish nation is only fairly commenced, 
and there is an urgent demand for many more laborers to carry out successfully the 
work which has been so auspiciously commenced. Owing, in part, to the smallness 
of the means which haye been furnished by the Publication Society, our infant 
churches have, in a great measure, been left to take care of themselves—without in- 
struction and without the supervision of properly trained men. IHlence, many of our 
churches are constantly dwindling down, Shile others are infested by erroneous teach- 
ers. And on the other hand, our opposers in the State church exert their utmost 
strength, by the press, by colportage and by preaching (not to speak of the persecu- 
tion on the part of the authorities), to counteract our progress, and, if possible, to 
root us out from the land. We have, therefore, during the last years, been obliged 
to keep on our defence, more than to exert an aggressive influence on the world. And 
the question now arises, Shall this state of things be allowed tocontinue ?— Shail we 
leave the work, which has so gloriously commenced, to fall under its own weight, and 
give our enemies cause to rejoice in our discomfiture ? And that only in want of 
means adequate to the demands? I humbly trust not. 

We receive for the present from the Publication Society only the sum of $3000 
(currency) annually, and from*this sum ten colporteurs are supported. From the 
last annual report received from Sweden it appears that sixteen were supported by 
the Baptists in that country last year. This will only amount to twenty-six preach- 
ers, who are either in whole or partially supported. It is evident that this small 
number is insuflicient to meet the ene Should we be left in this condition, our 
doom, humanly speaking, would be sealed. We would, no doubt, have to witness 
ere long the painful sight of decreasing numbers, which fact in some places has 
already begun to appear. There is, therefore, an imperative demand of an increase 
of laborers, in some measure adequate to the necessities. Could one hundred addi- 
tional laborers be sent out to-day, they would all be needed, and they would find 
access not only to all the churches, but almost every village and hamlet in the 
kingdom. 

Plans and Prospects. 

But as such a large increase cannot be thought of for the present, I take the liberty 
of proposing, in case the Board shall authorize the Executive Committee to “take 
up the work of God in Sweden” as a practicable thing, to appoint for Sweden 
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twelve additional laborers to those who are already supported by the American Bap- 
tist Publication Society. These twelve brethren are all worthy and well qualified 
men, most of them well known by myself, and the others recommended by my most 
reliable fellow-laborers. And with regard to the prospects of success I cannot but 
quote the words of the Americar Consul to Sweden, Dr. B. F. Tefft who, after ob- 
servation on the spot, says in an article to the “Advocate and Journal” for Sept., 
1863, while speaking of Sweden as a missionary field, “His (the missionary’s) work 
has been compared to the original business of the apostles, who were called ‘fishers 
of men ;’ and the missionary will find here that the fish are all of the pickerel and 
trout character. They either leap at his hook the moment it strikes the water, or 
he may dangle it forever, and they will not so much as smell it. While there is no 
country in the world, indeed, where an empty man is sooner ‘weighed’ and pro- 
nounced ‘wanting,’ there is also no other where a good workman will accomplish so 
much by the same amount of effort.” 


Need of Mental Training in the Ministry. 


But in order to secure good workmen for the field which lies open and inviting 
before us, it is not enough to find men of genuine piety, but of some mental train- 
ing adapted to the work of the ministry. We have tried the experiment of sending 
out comparatively ignorant men on the field; and while some have been successful 
beyond expectation, others have proved failures and disgraced the cause. We 
have, therefore, learned, from a painful experience, to appreciate the solemn warn- 
ing of the Apostle, to admit “no novice” to the ranks of the “bishops” and ministers 
of Christ. We find that our pastors and preachers should undergo a regular train- 
ing for their important oflice, just as the soldier is trained and drilled for his work. 
Ilence the necessity of having an institution of learning has been felt for years. 
But we have been able to do scarcely anything in instructing our pastors and 
preachers. It is now our great desire, and, if means are furnished, our firm purpose 
to establish a literary and theological school, where some of our young, promising 
men may receive a tolerably good education. The Lord has, in his kind providence, 
raised up two excellent brethren, natives of Sweden, who are eminently qualified 
to be teachers in such a school, viz., Rev. Knut Oscar Broady and Capt. John 
Alexis Edgren. The former is a graduate of Madison University, has served with 
distinetion as colonel in “the war for the Union,” and is now willing to offer his 
services to the Swedish mission, provided the Missionary Union shall see proper to 
take up the field in Sweden. The other brother is a very eminent mathematician, 
has served as Acting Ensign in the United States Navy, and is now studying at 
Madison University, with a view to serve as a teacher in our proposed school. He 
is also a good preacher, and his endeavors to win souls for Christ have already 
proved very successful. If suflicient means can be secured, we intend, in the course 
of next year, to establish the proposed school in Stockholm, the capital of Sweden, 
in the hope that we could suon be able to give permanent instruction to a class of 
at least twenty students. 

For carrying out these twofold objects, qualifying and sending out preachers of 
the gospel in Sweden, we would need, in my estimation, at least, 810,000 (gold) 
for the first year, and an increase of means for the future, proportioned to the in- 
creased demands, 

House of Worship in Stockholm. 

For a successful prosecution of the work in Stockholm, a meeting-house is absolutely 
necessary. We have for the last eight years been meeting in a room which seats 
about 400. This room is now quite insufficient to contain all that come, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, to listen to the Gospel, as it will not seat many more than our 
present membership. Hence the room has, during the last years, been uncomfortably 
crowded on Sundays, often so much so that many have had to go away. As the 
room is low in the ceiling, and besides damp and cellar-like, the air becomes very 
much vitiated, when it is packed with human beings, and asa result it is not an 
unfrequent sight to see persons carried out fainting. And with regard to preach- 
ing in that room under such circumstances, | deem it impossible for any man to en- 
dure it for a length of time. Hence, we have been obliged to do all in our power 
to secure another place of worship. And by the blessing of the Lord we have 
succeeded, notwithstanding the greatest difficulties, in building a new house of wor- 
ship. This house is situated on a very eligible spot, is built of brick, as framehouses 
are not allowed in Stockholm, is ninety feet by sixty outside, and eighty-four by 
fifty-four inside, and is calculated to seat about 1,000 persons. In the basement 
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story there is a lecture room forty-six feet by thirty-four, which will seat about 300. 
Besides, there are in the basement nine small rooms intended for a literary and the- 
ological school. The cost of the lot is $10,000, and the building $20,000, making in 
all $30,000. This sum may seem to be too large for a poor mission church. But 
we could scarcely have built one cheaper, to answer the purpose. To account for 
the high price of the lot, it should be taken into consideration that Stockholm is 
an old city, and that, consequently, almost every inch of ground is occupied. And 
as to the building, it may be observed that some portions of it have, according to 
law, had to be built three feet thick, and thus required a great quantity of brick. 
The house is a plain one, without a spire outside, and without carpets and cushions 
inside. And with regard to the dimensions, they will, to judge trom past experi- 
ence, be rather too small than too large. We hope to see the new meetinghouse, as 
well as our old room, crowded every Sunday. And if the Lord should continue+to 
bless our labors, as He has done hitherto, we believe that, in a few years, we shall 
have to build one or two more meeting houses, to answer the demands. In fact, 
ten Baptist meetinghouses in Stockholm would not be too much. The city numbers 
over 128,000 inhabitants. To this large population all the temples of the State 
Church furnish sittings for only 15,000, and of these sittings I should judge that not 
more than a third part are occupied on Sundays, leaving of the whole population 
only about 5,000 churchgoing people. Furthermore, on Sunday evenings, all those 
temples are closed, and the masses of Stockholm stream out to the theatres and 
other places of amusement. It will thus be seen how necessary it is that we, as 
Baptists, should have at least one good meeting-house, to satisfy, in some measure, 
the pressing demands of the masses of that large city. 

But such a meeting-house is not only necessary to a successful prosecution of our 
work at Stockholm, it is also needed as a kind of headquarters for the whole Swed- 
isl? mission. Here we expect to have the first Baptist institution of learning in 
Sweden. Here, also, the triennial conventions of all the churches meet. And as 
Stockholm is the heart of Sweden, and its pulsations are felt throughout the whole 
kingdom,.so will the influence of the Baptist church and the Baptist cause in that 
city be felt throughout all the churches in the country. 

he new meeting-house in Stockholm is already completed, and I believe that it 
was opened for public services last month. But it is burdened with a heavy debt. 
Of the $30,000 that are required for the lot and building, only about $10,000 have 
been paid, leaving a debt of $20,000. This burden must be taken from the shoul- 
ders of the church, or it will sink under it. But we hope, by the blessing of the 
Lord and the liberality of our American brethren, that every dollar of that debt 
willsoon be cancelled. Already $17,500 (currency) have been secured in this ecun- 
try. Of this sum $13,600 have been paid in, and $3,900 more are subscribed. Of 
the money received in cash, $3,579 have already been remitted to Sweden. There 
remains, therefore, still to be collected $10,500 gold or some $15,000 present cur- 
rency, in order to make up the amount required, $20,000 gold. And this sum 
ought to be raised at once, so as to leave myself and my friend, Rev. Mr. Broady, 
free to repair to Sweden in the early spring, there to take other necessary steps to 
further the cause of our missions. 


Demand for Houses of Worship in other Localities. 


But while we plead for our meeting-house at Stockholm, we should not forget 
that there is a pressing demand for meeting-houses in other important places in the 
country. Though we number over 170 churches in Sweden, only 27 have houses 
to worship in, thus leaving over 140 churches without a house of worship. Of these 
many churches destitute of meeting-houses, there are at present, to my knowledge, 
three that claim our special attention, viz., the churches at Arboga, Gefle and Hu- 
diksvall. Could $10,000 (gold) be raised for these churches alone, that sum would be 
greatly needed. But as such a thing seems to be out of question for the present, 
you will allow me to propose a plan which, if carried out, would greatly assist us in 
erecting meeting-houses, not only in the three last named places, but over the whole 
country. That plan is to form a standing loan-fund, out of which poor churches 
may borrow money without interest, on condition to pay it back in 10 per cent. 
instalments every year. This plan has, in a measure, already been acted upon 
in Sweden,-and by that means quite a number of churches have been assisted. Our 
present loan-fund is very insignificant, only some $2000 to $3000. Would it be too 
much toask the churches in America to help us to increase that fund, so that it might 
amount to $10,000 gold? If that sum couid be raised, it would, I hope, enable us 
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for the future to take care of ourselves, so far as the building of meeting-houses is 
concerned. Only give us a good start, and we will try and help ourselves. 


Educational Fund. 


Besides the need of meeting-houses, I would also take the liberty to call the atten- 
tion of the Board to the importance of laying a good foundation for the literary and 
theological school which we hope soon to establish at Stockholm. Could $5000 be 
raised in this country as an endowment fund, it would greatly aid us in educating 
our ministry. And I have no doubt that such a fund would accumulate from time 
to time, and thus give a permanent stability to our institution of learning. 

Could we, possibly, help ourselves, we would, indeed, not be burdensome to our 
dear friends in America. And considering the deep poverty of the Swedish Bap- 
tists, I think it should be admitted that they have done well in spreading the gospel 
not only in Sweden, but among the poor heathen in Burmah. As I have stated, they 
have already erected 27 meetinghouses, and in so doing they helped each other, b 
raising subscriptions in almost all the churches. Iam not now able to state how muc 
has been raised in Sweden towards building meeting-houses during the last eight or 
nine years. But that a considerable sum has been raised may be concluded from 
the fact, that the cost of one meeting-house, that in Sundsvall, is $4,200. And to 
show that we have not been unmindful of the command of our Saviour to love our 
neighbor as ourselves, the churches in Sweden have during the last eight or nine 
years contributed each year something for the Burman mission. Thus, for instance, 
$1375 were contributed for that mission during the years of 1862 and 1863, and 
for the last year, 1300 Swedish rix dollars have been raised for the same mission. 

There is, in connection with the Swedish mission, another missionary field, to 
which I would beg leave to call the attention of the Board; viz: Norway. In that 
kingdom, too, the harvest is waiting to be gathered in. Ihave already stated that 
in Norway there are three Baptist churches, which are the fruits of the labors of 
brother F, Rymker. These churches have for five years been destitute of pastors 
and preachers, and they have been sending over to us, from time to time, their 
Macedonian ery, ‘*Come over and help us.” But owing to our want of means, their 
urgent appeals have all been in vain; and as a result, these infant churches are also 
struggling hard for existence. Besides the demands of these three churches, the 
whole of the kingdom of Norway appeals to us. There, as well as in Sweden, we 
want only men and means to enter in and occupy the land. Had we twenty laborers 
in Norway, they would all find plenty of work, and, no doubt, a rich harvest would 
be the fruit of their labors. For the present I would particularly recommend one 
or two brethren to enter upon the work in Norway; viz: brother Rymker and 
a brother Ola Hayer, pastor of a Norwegian Baptist church in Hlinois. 

With regard to the extent of our field, I weal finally mention, that the area of 
Sweden is 137,248 square miles (or thrice the area of Pennsylvania), with a popu- 
lation of 4,070,000, and that of Norway, 122,000 square miles, with a population of 
about 1,500,000. 


The Rev. K. O. Broady, to whom frequent reference has been made in the fore- 
going communication of Mr. Wiberg, and who stands ready to engage in this work 
of love for his countrymen, has favored the Committee with his views of the im- 
portance of the field and the scale on which evangelizing operations should be carried 
on. As he touches some points omitted by Mr. Wiberg, we cannot forbear to present 
parts of his paper. 


In answer to your inquiries as to what is my estimate, 1st, of the importance of the 
work in Sweden, and 2d, the scale on which it should be prosecuted,—allow me to 
submit the following :— 

Ist. As to the importance of the work :— 

There is a nation of four millions of inhabitants to be saved,—a nation which, 
though called Christian, is nevertheless placed under a worse condemnation than the 
heathen, because the oracles of God kave been committed to them in vain. We 
believe that the moral and spiritual darkness of the people of Sweden, both in depth 
and extent, is not surpassed by that of any other nation in Europe. The people are 
led astray and perishing through an shacieae want of truly Christian teachers. They 
are not perishing because they have rejected the gospel, but because it has never 
been preached to them in its fullness and purity. It is only till within a recent date 


that through the faithful evangelical labors of a few servants of God,—the people 
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have begun to learn the vast difference between the gospel of Christ and that corrupt 
form of doctrine to which they have hitherto been wont to listen; and already is to 
be heard from every city, town, and hamlet throughout the whole kingdom, a most 
earnest demanda for the gospel, and men of God to preach it. But this demand th 
nation itself will not and cannot meet,—will not, because the civil government and 
the State Church, in whose hands the means lie, scorn the idea of a purer gospel and 
a higher Christianity being given to the people than that which they have already 
received, viz:—the corrupted forms and doctrines of Martin Luther. Hence, in 
their ears, the demand of the starving multitudes is mere folly, a childish whim. 
Cannot—for there is not either in Church or State even the semblance of a genuine 
1s element—that spirit of the gospel which alone can propagate the gospel. 

here is among them an absolute spiritual dearth—so much so that I know not of a 
single man upon whom they might lay their hands of blessing and truly say, ‘Go 
thou into all this land and preach the gospel of the Son of God.” 

Moreover every door is now open for the laborer to enter ; everywhere the field 1s 
ripe. The harvest is indeed waiting to be gathered in. I have given some little 
attention to the various missionary fields; and I feel free to say, that I know nota 
country or field on the face of the whole earth where the preaching of the Cross, 
under God, promises so abundant a harvest as in Sweden. For beside the intense 
hunger and thirst for the gospel, everywhere manifested, the innate simplicity of the 
native mind is such as to predispose it to receive the message of God with a readi- 
ness unknown among other people As a rule, present the truth, and they will re- 
ceive it; exhibit Christ, ao they will bow to Him. And in addition to their anx- 
ious, waiting attitude to be saved, the barriers erected by society, State Church, and 
Government are of such a nature as can easily be surmounted by men adapted to 
their work. 

As a secondary consideration, though of no small importance to the well-being of 
the United States, we must not forget that a comparatively large number of the Swed- 
ish population is annually resorting hither, doing its share in moulding the national 
character, This number will undoubtedly increase in proportion as the inducements 
held forth become greater. And as it is of the highest importance that the foreign 
element which comes over to us from year to year, to be absorbed and assimilated, 
should be of the best possible intellectual as well as moral type, whatever you do 
for Sweden is so much done indirectly for your own land. 

2d. The scale on which the work should be prosecuted :— 

It seems to me that every appearance of the work invites to the largest effort possi- 
ble. Such is the nature of the field in Sweden, so favorable are the prospects of 
success, that the limit to our cfforts should be fixed only by a reference to the means 
at command. Under God, the work can now be stayed only from a lack of men 
and means. With men and means unstinted, God being with us, I see nothing to 
hinder us from going in and subduing the whole land to the sway of Jesus. There 
are one hundred and seventy-two churches, more than one hundred of which are 
totally destitute of all pastoral care and ministrations. The localities where these are 
planted arerich, abounding in fruit ready to be gathered. But what matters it, when 
there is none to gather? There should be a man of God to labor with each one of 
these destitute churches, and I feel confident in the Lord, that where they now are 
numbered only by seven or by seventy, they would ere long be numbered by seventy 
times seventy. 

Hitherto, in times of great awakenings, when by the preaching of the humble 
colporteur hundreds have been converted, nay, at times almost entire communities, 
there has been none to take care of them, none to lead them, none to instruct them, 
and the consequence has been, that ere many days they have again scattered like 
sheep without a shepherd, and been abandoned to the tender mercies of State and 
church. As we humbly trust that such awakenings will be repeated, we should have 
men enough to gather in and husband the flocks. , 

We need some kind of a Literary and Theological Institution, where our convert- 
ed young men, whose duty it may be to preach the gospel, can to some degree, at 
least, obtain a needed education. As all of them are without means of their own, 
we ought to be able to provide for at least fifty scholars at a time. 

The work in Sweden is not a new and untried one. The field has been explored, 
the wants ascertained, and all the avenues of approach opened. There is no longer 
any need of experimenting. Hence, knowing the field so thoroughly, the means 
thus far used, and the results of labors already expended, we may decide pretty 
correctly as to what can be done, and what ought to be done. Why, then, should 
we be satisfied with a morsel, and not rather take the whole? 
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I repeat then again, in view of these facts, the effort to evangelize Sweden, upon 
which you are kindly proposing to enter, should only be limited by a reference to 
the means at command. The gates are open, the field is ripe, the harvest is 
waiting ; let us, in the name of Jesus, go in and possess the entire land. 

These facts and statements are presented by the Committee, that the members 
of the Board may see what actually exists in Sweden and Norway, what encourage- 
ment there is for a vigorous prosecution of the work, and what scale of expenditure 
is in contemplation by the men on whom we must rely, as superintendents and guides 
in the undertakings. The question for the Board to decide is, whether they will as- 
sume so great a responsibility in addition to the missions already established in 
Asia and Europe. 

ON RE-OPENING THE AFRICAN MISSION. 

At the meeting of the Board of Managers, held in Philadelphia, May 26, 1864, 
“It was voted to instruct the Executive Committee to revive the African Mission, 
if, on examination, they shall deem it expedient.” 

At the meeting of the Board held in May last at St. Louis, it not appearing that 
the Executive Committee had adopted effective measures towards carrying out the 
vote of the previous year, it was “Resolved, That the Executive Committee be re- 
quested, at the earliest practicable period, to re-establish the mission in Africa.” 

Under the former of these acts of the Board, the Committee regarded themselves, 
not merely at liberty, but positive!y bound by the terms of the vote to consult their 
own views of expediency, particularly as to the time of carrying out your wishes. 
They also found themselves, by the same terms, held back from acting on any impres- 
sion they might have at the moment, inasmuch as they were required to act only “on 
examination,” an examination that might extend not alone to the proposed new 
field, but also to all the fields then occupied by the Board, together with the resour- 
ces placed at their disposal. A hasty survey in this direction, revealing the number 
and urgency of existing claims, the continued high rates of exchange, and the proba- 
ble expense of the proposed undertaking brought them to the conclusion, that it 
would be wise to delay definitive action. 

In the report rendered at St. Louis, the Committee omitted, partly through inad- 
vertence, but more from the absorbing nature of other topics, to make distinct men- 
tion of this; and the Board, with tke purpose of hastening action, repeated its wishes 
in more direct-and energetic terms, requesting the Committee to “reéstablish the 
African Mission at the earliest practicable period.” 

Under the impulse thus imparted, encouraged moreover not a little by the re- 
duced rates of exchange as compared with the summer and autumn of 1864, the 
Committee have been gathering facts relative to missionary operations among the 
colonists of Liberia and native tribes contiguous thereto, and now come to present 
some results of this investigation. .The Committee are free to say they are not a 
little perplexed as to the path of duty, and, in this perplexity, turn for assistance 
to that body, which it is at once their honor and duty to serve. 

Among these colonists missionary operations have for a long series of years 
been carried on by the different denominations of Christians in this country, viz., 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists and Methodists, and not without good results. 
The gospel has been preached, churches established, schools of different grades opened, 
and the various appliances for the elevation and salvation of the people put in op- 
eration. The last Annual Report of the Methodist Missionary Society shows 19 
churches, with a membership of 1351. The Minutes of the Liberia Baptist Asso- 
ciation for 1864 show a total of 12 churghes and 857 members. The last Report 
of the Presbyterian Board gives a total of 5 churches with 192 members, while the 
Episcopalians, we are informed by very good authority, do not fall much, if any 
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below the Presbyterians in the number of churches and members. These figures 
show a total of 36 churches and 2500 members in a population of 15,000 souls, an 
average of one church to 416 people. ‘The churches are located in all the towns 
and settlements of any considerable size, from one to four in a town, and, so far as 
we can judge, are supplied with a minister in good measure adapted to their cir- 
cumstances and capacities. ‘They are reported to be in a prosperous stute, and grad- 
ually but surely advancing in the elements of strength. The preachers are all, or 
nearly all, colored men, formerly living in the United States, 

The first question which the Executive Committee wish assistance in settling 
is, Whether it is wise for the Missionary Union to establish a mission among this 
population? If it were known that the Baptists of the South, who through their 
Board of Foreign Missions have exercised a supervision over the Baptist churches 
of Liberia, were willing now to relinquish that trust to you, or, what is better, stood 
ready to merge all their foreign missionary interests with those of the Union, and 
themselves cooperate with you in a common undertaking, such knowledge would 
do much to settle the question in the aflirmative. 

In this connection another question arises, the solution of which time alone can fur- 
nish. [tis this, Will the colored people, whom the late revolution has set free, 
seck for themselves and their posterity a home and a theatre of advancement in 
Africa; or will they, with few exceptions, prefer to try their fortunes in the United 
States? If any considerable number should emigrate, you might find among them 
an opening for missionary operations. 

Turning our attention to the native tribes contiguous to the colonists, and con- 
templating them as affording an opening for missionary operations, we find 

1. ‘These tribes are numerous, speaking different dialects, broken up, in many in- 
stances, into small clans, each clan having its king or governor, and all more or less 
migratory in their habits. Over many of these the government of the republic of 
Liberia seeks to extend its control; but the allegiance rendered is partial and un- 
certain. 

2. Among these tribes, and oceupying a region from fifty to one hundred miles 
south-east from Monrovia, the capital of Liberia, is the Bassa tribe, to the evangeli- 
zation of which your missionaries in former years devoted themselves. — Llere Crocker, 
Clark, and others, toiled with a zeal and devotion seldom surpassed, and here some 
fruit gathered by them still remains. At Little Bassa resides Lewis K. Crocker, a 
native Bassa, a former pupil of your missionary Crocker, by whom he was led to 
the Saviour and baptized. He is spoken of as a worthy man; is to some extent en- 
gaged in Christian labor, but without any very manifest results; has no church and 
only one or two converts. At Bexley, another locality familiar to you, resides Jacob 
W. Vonbrun, a member of the same tribe, educated, as we remember, by Mr. Clark, 
and by him introduced to the church. According to the last reports he has a church 
of ten members, and a small school. Both of these men were formerly assistants in 
connection with your mission, and were regarded with favor. When, some ten 
years since, you withdrew from this field, the assistants and other converts naturally 
looked for sympathy and support to the Southern Board and its friends in Liberia, 
and up to the opening of the late war, reecived more or less assistance. Whether 
that Board now looks upon them as the legitimate field of their operations, we are 
not informed. 

In this field, and under the auspices of the Southern Board, another laborer has, for 
some time past, been engaged. His nape is D. M. Herndon, formerly a slave in 
Kentucky; went to Africa some ten or twelve years since ; was associated for some- 
time with Lewis K. Crocker; afterwards removed into the country, and there ear- 
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ried forward his work under great embarrassments. During the war, his support 
failing, he found his way to the United States, travelled extensively among the 
churches, and collected about two thousand dollars for the erection of a meeting- 
house. During the last month he set sail from Boston for Liberia, with the purpose 
of resuming Jabor on his old field. It is understood that he is not now acting under 
the direction of the Southern Board. 

3. It seems to be the settled policy and plan of the government of the Republic 
of Liberia, to reach and mould the adjacent native tribes through the medium, chief- 
ly, of the English language. In a late letter from Dea. William Crane, who must 
be regarded as good authority on the subject, occurs the following passage :—*“It is 
estimated that not less than 150,000 souls acknowledge allegiance to the government 
of the Republic of Liberia; but full nine-tenths of them are still in heathenish dark- 
ness. ‘The government, however, proclaims that its desire and object is, to civilize 
and educate and amalgamate, in time, the whole into one general citizenship, and 
of course the English language must prevail over all others.” In accordance with 
this view, schools for the natives are taught in English, and with the exception 
of Crocker and Vonbrun, preaching is done in English. 

4, The suceess in gaining converts among the natives has hitherto been limited. 
The few received to membership have come from persons re-captured from slave- 
ships and assigned to homes and schools among the colonists, rather than from such 
as reside in their own villages. ‘The different Missionary Boards do not, indeed, 
abandon this effort in despair, and yet refer to it as one that will demand long 
patience and many sacrifices. In their last report the Pvesbyterian Board says :— 
‘The missionaries of the Board in Liberia, are engaged in labors similar Jo those of 
our ministers, whose lot is cast in newly settled parts of the country; they might be 
called home missionaries, as ministering chiefly to their own people. ‘There are, 
however, natives of Africa more or less within reach of most of the churches, and 
it is considered important that a constant reference should be made by these 
churches and ministers to their evangelization.” ... “The Committee do not despair 
of gaining access eventually to the native tribes in the interior, or bordering on the 
Liberia territory, as the largest sphere of the missionary work on this part of the Afri- 
can coast; but no special progress has been made in this respect during the last year.” 

5. So far asthe Executive Committee are informed, the plan of employing per- 
sons of our own race and color as missionaries among the native tribes, has, after 
thorough trial by many missionary bodies, been abandoned. The climate is not 
suited to the white man. The many graves of your own missionaries, made there, 
prove it to be sadly fatal to life, and, in this view it was, in large part, that vou gave 
up the mission. ‘The experience of the Methodist Board has been, if possible, more 
trying than yours, inasmuch as they conducted their work on a larger scale and 
offered more marks for the deadly arrow. You will not probably think it wise to 
repeat the trial. 

6. On the other hand it is found that the colored men hitherto employed, do not 
exhibit those qualities demanded for such a service. The last annual report of the 
Methodist Board has a significant testimony on this point. It says:—‘Our missions 
on the western coast of Africa are organized into an annual conference. The min- 
istry and membership are all people of African descent. The previous habits of 
most of them in servitude in America, and the enervating influence of the climate 
on the coast, are thought to have had a decided influence on their personal habits 
of activity. They do not as a community or as a church manifest the energy and 
enterprise, that were and are still desired, and even yet expected. They are better 
prepared and more successful as pastors of churches, in settled communities, than 
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as pioneers pushing the gospel into the dark and dreary regions adjacent to them, 
and in which heathenism in its worst forms and fruits, reigns and revels. 

It deserves to be added that the relations between the colonists and native tribes, 
though now more amicable than at some former periods, do not seem especially 
promotive of good morals, the pagans being much more disposed to take up the 
vices than the virtues of their nominally Christian neighbors. It was the testimony 
of your missionaries in their day, a testimony that may be worth heeding now, that 
their labors were always most encouraging, when bestowed on people farthest re- 
moved from intercourse with the colonists. It wasa prominent subject of their solici- 
tude to protect the objects of their pious care from a pernicious foreign influence. 

In view of all these things the following queries are suggested to the minds of the 
Committee :— 

1, While so many are faithfully at work at this one point, on such diflicult prob- 
lems, is it, in a large view, the part of wisdom for the Missionary Union, at once to 
reénter the field ? 

2. Will not the question of duty be plainer, when the now doubtful problem 
of the emigration of the freedmen to Africa shall have been settled ? 

3. May we not hope that in a few years more, through the labors of Drs. Binney, 
Ripley, Chaplin, and others, a more reliable and energetic class of laborers will be 
raised up ? 

It may be that the Board, in the action referred to at the commencement of this 
paper, had their minds on some portion of Africa remote from Liberia, and that it 
was incumbent on the Executive Committee to have directed its attention to some 
such region. The wording of the votes, “revive,” “reéstablish, the mission in Africa,” 
was such as to give the distinct impression that it was the purpose of the movers to 
connect future operations with past. In case the Board shall decide to move towards 
some of the interior tribes, the first step will be to send out a party of exploration. 

From the general drift of this paper, it may seem to some, that the Committee is 
disposed to abandon the proposed undertaking before it iscommenced, The picture, 
to their view, may be drawn with too dark acoloring. Our answer to such a sugges- 
tion is, that we have sought to present the case as it is, or rather as it lies before our 
own vision, and we shall be happy to avail ourselves of any light others may have to 
offer. We would not magnify difficulties, but see them as they are and take them 
into account at the out-set. It must not be forgotten that after many years and 
many sacrifices on this field, you withdrew from it. It would not be well to re-enter, 
only to retire again after a similar series of trials and disappointments. Now is the 
time to count well the cost. 

One general consideration in closing. It is the opinion of many of your most 
intelligent and reliable supporters that the operations of the Union are already too 
widely extended, and these are calling for concentration, Much might be said in 
favor of such an opinion, The call, oft repeated, comes from Burmah for a concen- 
tration of forces on that field, even to the abandonment of more than one of the 
Asiatic Missions. 


Committees were appointed on receiving the mission in Sweden, and on 
the re-opening of the African mission, as follows : 

On Sweden:—R. Babcock, N. Y.; J. Wheaton Smith, Pa.; 8. D. 
Phelps, Conn.; 8. A. Crozer, N. Y.: T. D. Anderson, N. Y.: L. A. 
Dunn, Vt.: H. G. Weston, N. Y.; E. E. L. Taylor, N. Y., and Smith 
Sheldon, N. Y. 
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On Africa :—S. Cornelius, Mich.; T. S. Malcom, Pa.; Wm. Crane, 
Md.; A. Hubbell, N. Y.: 8. L. Caldwell, R. I.; M. Davis, Vt.; W. H. 
Parmly, N. J.; D. M. Wilson, N. J., and S. F. Smith, Mass. 

Rev. Dr. Murdock, Assistant Corresponding Secretary of the Union, 
read letters from the following members of the Board, excusing their ab- 
sence and stating their views in reference to the questions to be considered, 
to wit: 
Wm. N. Sage, N. Y.; Hon. James H. Duncan, Mass.; Hon. J. P. 
Bishop, O.; J. H. Kennard, D. D., Pa. ; Rev. Reuben Sawyer, Vt.; Rev. 

J. 8. Dickerson, Pa. ; Hon. T. W. Ewart, O., and Rev. J. D. Pope, Minn. 

Dr. Murdock also read letters from Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., and 
Hion. J. P. Crozer, both of Pa., in response to special invitations to attend 
the meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Babcock, the letter of Mr. Crozer, setting forth at 
length his views upon the questions before the Board, was referred to the 
Committee on the African mission. 

On motion of Rev. T. 8. Malcom, the following brethren were appointed 
a Committee to consider methods whereby our work may be enlarged in 
Germany and France, and how a work may be commenced in Italy. 

H. ©. Fish, N. J.; T. Hl. Archibald, Vt.; N. ¥.; R. J. W. Buck- 
land, N. ¥.; N. Cyr, Pa.; P. Mason, N. Y.; J. N. Murdock, Mass. ; 

E. W. Bliss, O. Dodge, N. Y., and Howard Osgood, N. Y. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported, recommending that the Board 
adjourn at 12 1-2, p. M., and meet at 9, A. M., 2 1-2, p. M., and 7 1-2, p. : 
M. ; that this afternoon be spent in free conference ; that Rev. Geo. B. Ide, D. 
D., of Mass., preach this evening, and that to-morrow be occupied with i 
hearing reports and other business ; and that to-morrow evening addresses 
be made by Rev. J. Wheaton Smith, Pa., Rev. K. O. Broady and Rev. 
Jesse B. Thomas. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Andreas Wiberg, of Sweden, and the Board 
adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 2 1-2 o’elock. 

The Board re-assembled. The Chairman, Rev. Silas Bailey, D. D., 
having arrived, presided. 

Prayer was offered by Dea. Wm. Crane, of Md. 

The minutes of the morning session were read and approved. 

The roll of members absent at the morning session was called, and the 
following were found additionally present. Rev. Geo. B. Ide, Mass. ; G. 
Colby, Mass., Smith Sheldon, N. Y. and Silas Bailey, Ind. 

Rey. Andreas Wiberg addressed the meeting, expressing his gratitude to 
God for the hopeful aspect of the cause in Sweden, and read extracts of 
letters from brethren in Stockholm. 

Rey. K. O. Broady next spoke, giving an account of his personal his- 
tory and also his interest in the cause in his native land. 

Capt. John A. Edgren also spoke of his love of Sweden and his desire 
to return thither. 

Rev. Ira B. Steward, of N. Y., present by special invitation, gave an 
account of the beginning of the work in Sweden and its progress to the 
present. 


Prayer was offered by Rev. 8. L. Caldwell, of R. I., and the Board ad- | 
journed. 
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At 7 1-2 o'clock Rev. Dr. Ide preached from Revelation 6: 2. “And I 
saw and beheld a white horse, and He that sat on him had a bow; and a 
crown was given unto Him ; and He went forth conquering and to conquer.” 

The introductory exercises were by Rev. 8. D. Phelps, of Conn., and the 
concluding prayer was offered by Rev. J. R. Kendrick, of N.Y. Bene- 
diction by Dr. Ide. 

TuHurspaAy Mornina. 

The Board re-assembled at 9, A. M., Thursday, Dec. 14. Prayer was 
offered by Dea. Wm. Crane, of Md. 

The minutes of the afternoon and evening of the preceeding day were 
read and approved. 

The Committee on Enlargement of the work in France and Germany 
and on commencing a work in Italy, reported through Dr. Fish as follows : 


REPORT. 

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the more vigorous prosecu- 
tion of the missionary work in France and Germany, together with the question of 
beginning such work in Italy, unanimously submit the following. 

1. In regard to Italy, we report that while it may be considered premature to 
commence direct operetions there, yet, inasmuch as religious liberty is practically 
permitted to evangelical labors in that kingdom, and there is a growing desire for a 
knowledge of the truth, it is desirable that Bibles, and the excellent religious 
literature of our denomination, be put in circulation, by means of colportage 
and other methods, as extensively as possible. 

2. We are impressed with the evident importance of wider and more effective 
movements in France. The hour is fully come, as we believe, when such action 
is imperatively demanded, and could not fail, if wisely taken, of yielding rich 
results. 

And inasmuch as there is need of more exact information upon a variety of 
matters connected with our European missions, we recommend that the Foreign 
Secretary, Dr. Warren, with an associate to be designated by the Executive Com- 
mittee, be appointed as delegates from this Board to visit France, Germany, and 
Switzerland, and perhaps other parts of Europe at an early day, if possible in time 
to report to the annual meeting in May next, and obtain such information as may 
lead to immediate and well directed efforts in this field of labor. 

3. In view of the wonderful success that has hitherto attended the German mis- 
sion, we deem it incumbent upon us to undertake still greater things for God, by 
appropriating liberally towards the erection of church edifices, by following up and 
sustaining the numerous aggressive movements that are penetrating into the regions 
beyond, and especially by establishing a theological school, for training an eflicient 
native ministry ;—an adjunct to our German mission work whose need has long 
been felt, and which cannot in justice be longer delayed. 


After remarks by T. S. Malcom, Pa. ; 8. L. Caldwell, R. I.; the Cor- 
responding Secretary; W. H. Parmly, N.J.; N. Cyr, Pa.; R. J. W. 
Buckland, N. Y.; L. A. Dunn, Vt. ; the Assistant Corresponding Secre- 
tary; H. C. Fish, N. J.; H. Osgood, N. Y.; G. B. Ide, Mass.; G. 8. 
Webb, N. J., and 8. Sheldon, N. Y., the report was, on motion of Rev. 
we “s Smith, of Pa., referred to the Union at its next annual meeting for 

action. 


The Committee on the Swedish Mission reported through Rev. Dr. An- 
derson, of N. Y., as follows : 
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REPORT, 


The Committee on the reception of the Swedish Mission report as follows,— 

Whereas God, by marked indications of his Providence, has called the Baptists of 
the United States to engage in labors for the evangelization of Sweden and adjacent 
countries, and has signally blessed their efforts to plant churches of a pure faith in 
those lands; as the work by its growth and various demands seems naturally to fall 
within the scope of Foreign Missionary operations; and as the American Baptist 
Publication Society has magnanimously tendered this mission, one of its earliest and 
fairest, as well as one of its most successful fields of toil, to the American Baptist 
Missionary Union ;—therefore, 

Resolved, That the Board of the American Baptist Missionary Union, cheerfully 
acqniescing in what appears to be the direction of Providence, instructs the Ex- 
ecutive Committee to accept the transfer proposed by the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society and assume henceforth the care and support of the Swedish Mission. 

Resolved, That in recommending the acceptance of this trust the Board is fully 
aware that large demands will be made on the Treasury of the Union to carry 
forward the mission successfully, and would eucourage the Executive Committee in 
such an outlay of means as shall hold the advantages already gained and advance 
with vigor the work to far greater results in future. 

Resolved, That in prosecuting the work of evangelization in Sweden the Board 
recognizes as essential to complete success a well-trained ministry, and therefore 
recommends to the Executive Committee to provide in any way that to them may 
seem best, a course of competent instruction for pious young men who give evidence 
of being called of God to preach the gospel. 

Resolved, That believing no permanent progress can be made in the establishment 
of churches without suitable places of worship, the Board expresses the hope that 
the Executive Committee will encourage the erection of plain church edifices in 
towns and villages where there is suflicient promise to warrant it, and when deemed 
necessary will aid with an appropriation of funds according to a wise discretion. 

In closing their report your Committee wish to make prominent the illustration 
afforded by the History of the Swedish Mission to the harmonious codperation of 
the several denominational Socicties, each in its appropriate sphere, in advancing the 
cause of Christ. This work was begun by the personal exertions of a member 
belonging to a church that has received aid from the Home Mission Society; the 
instrumentalitics so blessed of God in the présecution of the enterprise were furnished 
by the Publication Society, and now the mission is received under the fostering care 
of the Missionary Union only for its enlarged and more successful administration. 

The course here adopted to render the specific work of each organization homoge- 
neous is strongly recommended for its simplicity, while capital in men and means is 
not duplicated to accomplish the same service through different Societies. 


After remarks by J. W. Smith, Pa. ; the Corresponding Secretary; H. 
C. Fish, N. J.; T. H. Archibald, Vt.; R. Babcock, N. Y.; G. 13. Ide, 
Mass.; R. J. W. Buckland, N. ¥.; W. Hl. Parmly, 'N. J.; A. Hubbell, 
N. Y,; 8. L. Caldwell, R. I.; 8. Cornelius, Mich.; N. Bishop, N. Y.; 
G. 8. Webb, N. J.; N. Cyr, Pa.; Hl. G. Weston, N. Y.; 8. Colgate, 
N. Y.; E. E. L. Taylor, N. Y.; A. Wiberg, Sweden, and the Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary, the report was unanimously adopted. 

The report on the re-opening of the African mission was presented by 
Rev. 8. L. Caldwell, of R. L. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. N. Cyr, of Pa., and the Board adjourned. 
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TuursDAY AFTERNOON, 2 1-2 o'clock. 

The Board re-assembled. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Silas Illsley, of N. Y. 

The report on the re-opening of the African mission was taken up, and after 
remarks by 8. Bailey, Ind.; A. Hubbell, N. Y.; 'T. 8. Malcom, Pa. ; M. 
Davis, Vt.; H. G. Weston, N. Y.; the Corresponding Secretary; R. J. 
W. Buckland, N. Y.; W. Crane, Md.; J. French, Pa. ; the Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary; 8. L. Caldwell, R. I.; G. 8. Webb, N. J., and 
T. H. Archibald, Vt., was unanimously adopted. 


REPORT. 


The Committee to which was referred the paper on re-opening the African Mis- 
sion have considered the subject, and ask leave to offer the following resolution for 
adoption by the Board. 

Resolved, That the paper presented by the Executive Committee has shown the 
difficulties which present an immediate resumption of our mission in Africa in a 
light which this Board fully appreciates; but in accepting it the Board desires to 
assure the Committee of the arde:t desire felt by its members and by our people 
generally that they will carefully watch the course of events, and that they will 
seek with especial interest to find an open door for us to reénter that field, and do 
our part in turning Ethiopia unto Goi. 


Rev. Dr. Murdock, Assistant Corresponding Secretary, reported letters 
from Rev. C. B. Crane, of Ct., and Rev. 8. Talbot, of Ohio, members of 
the Board, excusing their absence from the meeting. 

On motion of Rev. S$. L. Caldwell, of R. L., the thanks of the Board 
were tendered to the pastors and members of the Madison Avenue church 
for the hospitality shown during our meeting. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. 'T. H. Archibald, of Vt., and the Board ad- 
journed. 


The Board re-assembled. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. G. 8. Webb, of N. J. 

Rev. Jesse B. Thomas, of Brooklyn, N. Y., addressed the meeting on 
“the relations of the pastor to the Foreign mission cause.’ 

Rev. K. O. Broady spoke from his own experience in the army of the 
United States, on ‘Lessons taught by the War.” 

Rev. J. W. Smith, Pa., followed with an address on ‘“‘the Reflex Influ 
ence of Foreign Missions,” 

Rev. Mr. Damm, who had recently been on a tour through Germany, 
his native land, gave an account of his labors, and the state of things re- 
ligiously at various points in that country. 

Rev. A. Waring, of Hayti, gave an account of an interesting Christian 
work, now going forward on that island. 

Rev. Charles T. Kreyer, missionary elect to Ningpo, China, spoke a few 
appropriate words in reference to the motives which prompted him to go 
forth as a missionary. 

The minutes of the sessions of the day were read and approved. 

Rev. Hl. G. Weston, pastor of the Madison Avenue church, returned 
thanks that the meeting of the Board had been held with the church wor- 
shipping in this house. 


TuurspAY EveEnina, 7 1-2 o'clock. 
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sine die. 
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The assembly united in singing the doxology, and the Board adjourned 
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Benediction by the Corresponding Secretary. 


8. Chairman. 


G. J. Jounson, Recording Secretary. 


CHINESE MISSION OF BANGKOK. 
LETTER FROM DR. DEAN. 
Rice Fields and Gardens. 

Bangkok, Aug. 25, 1865.—This after- 
noon, furnished with a couple of ponies, 
I took my daughter out on the new road 
through the gardens and rice fields. ‘The 
rice fields resemble the prairies of Hinois, 
reaching for miles in extent, with no other 
boundaries than the little dykes which 
divide the ground into fields of about an 
acre each; and these, being usually in 
different states of forwardness, presented 
various colors, from the field of mud, just 
being trodden into mire by the long-horn- 
ed, slight-haired, elephantine buffaloes, 
to the fields of light pea-green, where the 
blades of rice are just starting up, and 
the various stages of advancement to 
some near the earing and harvest. There 
has been for three months or more a pro- 
hibition by the king on the exportation of 
rice, which has this week been removed, 
as there is now a prospect of a plentiful 
crop; still the price remains very high, 
which alone will prevent an exportation 
for the present. 

The gardens, enclosing each from one 
to twenty acres of ground, were first 
drained by deep, open ditches, which are 
daily filled with water by the rising tides ; 
while between these ditches were plant- 
ed cocoanut, betelnut, orange, pumelo, 
mango, and mangosteen trees, all in the 
luxurious beauty of tropical verdure. 
You may gain a better knowledge of the 
plants, fruits and productions of this coun- 
try by reading Cameron’s Malayan India, 
published this year by Smith, Elder & Co., 
London, than by anything I have the 
time and talent to write. 

Tribute to the Rev. Mr. Goddard. 

An old man came in from Bangchang 
yesterday, who says he cast away his idols 
4 


many years ago, and daily worships God, 
and says if he is not baptized soon he 
may die without it. He made a remark 
about Mr. Goddard, who, he said, visited 
him many years ago, and then added, 
“That teacher had a little body, but he 
had something in his belly,” (that is, a 
mind). You know the Chinese locate the 
mind in the belly. But, waiving the 
Chinese mental locality,—I am happy to 
find that my former colleague here has 
left many marks of his fidelity and sue- 
cess in the Chinese Mission, both at Bang- 
kok and Ningpo. The Chinese often 
speak of him in terms of high respect and 
veneration, and he holds an honored place 
among all the missionaries to the Chinese. 
Ilis works follow him, not to the grave 
where his body rests, but to the record on 
high. His version of the New Testament 
in Chinese will live as a monument to 
his industry and success in giving to the 
Chinese the word of Life in their own 
language. He also gave a translation of 
the book of Genesis, as a beginning of 
the Old Testament, which we mourn that 
I was not spared to finish. Should life 
and grace be given, we shall be glad to 
complete what he has so well commenced. 


The Old Testament in Chinese. 

Having worked with him on the New 
Testament, and having given a transla- 
tion with notes to Genesis and Exodus, 
I should feel devoutly grateful to God if 
He would allow me to finish the Old 
Testament with some notes to the Psalms. 
I am encouraged to find that the Chinese 
read the copies of Matthew, Genesis and 
Exodus with notes, as helps in the study 
of God’s word. At present my hands. 
are full with efforts to grind the rust off 
my Chinese, and to help this church and 
mission in coming up out of the wilder- 
ness. But I look forward with hope to 
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the work of revising my Chinese books 
prepared years ago, and leaving a trans- 
lation of some portions of the Bible as a 
legacy to the Chinese. 


Candidates for Baptism. 


27.—This afternoon four candidates 
presented themselves for membership in 
the church, two of whom, viz., Chek Long 
and Tang Kui, after a satisfactory ex- 
amination, were received as candidates 
for baptism. Chek Long is over sixty 
years old, and has lived in Siam thirty 
years. He cast away his idol gods fifteen 
years ago, and has daily worshipped the 
true God since ; but living in the country 
some days distant from Bangkok, he has 
not lately been able to come here to wor- 
ship. He has lost his wife and lives with 
his son, who has a family, but no family 
gods or idols. He cultivates a garden 
near Bangchang. The old man reads 
' Chinese, and has formerly served as a 
secretary or clerk to a business firm. 

Tang Kui has also been in Bangkok 
about thirty years, and is sixty years old. 
Many years ago he came to the missiona- 
ries to ‘heal his arm, and there first learn- 
ed about God, and has since daily prayed 
to Him for more than ten years. He is 
a poor man and gains his living by selling 
vegetables. On asking one of the mem- 
bers to question the candidate, he an- 
swered, “‘We have no need to ask this 
man questions, for we all know him to 
‘be atrue man.” When asked what he 
did on the Sabbath when he did not come 
to the chapel, he answered, that he had 
been absent from chapel but one Sab- 
‘bath for many years, and then he was 
sick and could not get there. 

Female Convert. 

‘These two Chinese expect to'be bap- 
‘tized next Sabbath. One ‘Chinaman 
and one Chinese woman also wished for 
baptism, ‘but were recommended to wait 
for a time. 

I speak of this woman as Chinese, ‘be- 
«cause her father was Chinese and her 
mother was of Chinese descent, for two 
or three generations. She speaks both 
Chinese and Siamese, and before the 


meeting of the church, I requested Mrs. 
Dean to examine her in Siamese; but 
learned that the native woman under- 
stood the terms of Christianity in Chi- 
nese better than in Siamese. This re- 
sults from the fact that her husband, a 
Chinese, speaks and prays in his family 
daily in the Chinese language, so that 
she is comparatively familiar with Chris- 
tian terms in that language, while they 
are strange to her in the Siamese, though 
she speaks that language perfectly in or- 
dinary matters of the world. 


Comprehension of Evangelical Terms. 

Perhaps persons in the United States 
may be surprised to find how many ex- 
pressions used in private Christian con- 
versation, as well as in public preaching, 
are unintelligible to those who speak 
the English language, but who have not 
enjoyed a religious education. Pagan 
language and pagan literature has to be 
baptized and consecrated to a Christian 
use, as in the Chinese, where we find in 
the language all the terms we need in 
the translation of the Scriptures and in 
preaching the gospel. Still many com- 
mon terms have to be used with a new 
signification—such as the term for God, 
faith, repentance, humility, love, ete. 
By use and explanation, these terms be- 
come partially understood ; but not till 
the people are enlightened and sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit, can they fully under- 
stand them. Indeed, we need the in- 
creasing illumination of the Spirit to en- 
able any of us to comprehend the signifi- 
cance of the most common terms of our 
holy religion, and the same power is ne- 
cessary to help us to make known to oth- 
ers “the unsearchable riches of Christ,” 
though couched in language common to 
the veriest child. 

Two Converts Baptized. 

Sept. 3.—This morning we met as 
usual at the Wat Koh chapel, and had a 
good practical sermon from Chek Pit. 
Text, Acts 8:9. I. The glory of God. 
II. Believe the preaching, ete. III. 
Baptized men and women. After this I 
baptized two venerable Chinese disciples 
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in the river Meinam, in whose waters I 
baptized the first converts the Lord gave 
me from among the heathen many years 
ago; and this afternoon I had the privi- 
lege to give them the right hand of fel- 
lowship and a welcome to the church, 
which was my first pastorate nearly thirty 
years ago. 

This church has passed through many 
changes, but the Master holds it still as a 
light in his hand amid the darkness of 
this heathen people. One of the old 
members gave me to-day an illustration 
which applies to some of the members of 
the church, saying that the gardener 
may plant in good soil seed which may 
spring up and promise well; but if the 
plants are not watered, the hot sun of this 
climate withers the leaves, and they turn 
yellow and seem to be dead ; still there 
may be life in the root. We find some 
dry and yellow-looking plants here. God 
help us to water them, and may they 
prove that they have life in the root and 
live to bring forth fruit. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. D. A W. SMITH. 


At the date of the following letter, Mr. Smith 
had been in Burmah but a little over one 
year; of which several months were devoted 
by him to the study of the Burman language, 
when his destination was changed by the Com- 
mittee and he was appointed to the Karen 
work. 

Difficulties of a Young Missionary. 


Rangoon, Theological School, Aug. 27, 
1865.—Perhaps you would be interested 
to know the kind of work which has en- 
gaged my attention in the school during 
this my first year. Almost the first thing 
was an experience which has at least had 
the effect of making me unassuming, so 
far as the Karen language is concerned, 
if it has not indeed made me culpably 
diffident. I had the audacity to attempt 
to carry on a certain recitation on my 
own account. I was so completely non- 
plussed on the second or third occasion 
of the meeting together of the class, 
first by my own vocabulary running com- 
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pletely dry, and secondly my inability to 
understand questions proposed by the 
class, to say nothing of my replying to 
them, and thirdly, by their utter misap- 
prehension of what I had been able to 
draw from my little stock, that I at once 
arrived at the conclusion that it was not 
my duty to impart instruction in th 

Karen language at that time. 


Method of Teaching. 


Since then I have been attending a 
daily exercise in the Old Testament, 
conducted by Sau Tay, the native teach- 
er—and greatly to my profit. Since 
finishing the book of Leviticus, I have 
been in the habit of preparing daily akind 
of gnomon or pointer, consisting of perti- 
nent Scripture references and the indica- 
tion, opposite the several passages, of 
such lines of thought, inferential and 
practical, as seemed appropriate to the 
particular Scripture under consideration. 
Placing this paper in the hands of Sau 
Tay, I have had the pleasure and benefit 
of watching how, given the thought, the 
Karen language could be made to ex- 
press it. I need not say how much I 
have been gratified to hear his appropri- 
ate comments upon passages which I had 
not indicated, as well as additional and 
valuable thoughts besides those I had 
suggested upon those passages which had 
been indicated. 

Character of a Native Teacher. 

I could hardly wish a greater pleasure 
for you, than that you might become 
personally acquainted with this Sau Tay. 
His quiet, modest, indefatigable pursuit 
after knowledge, his ready perception of 
the point, the principle, the gist, in any 
inquiry, his power of abstraction,—so 
rare a gift among the Karens,—his love 
of the Scriptures and his power in forci- 
bly presenting Scripture truth from the 
pulpit, and added to all this, an unusually 
sweet, dignified and Christian deport- 
ment on all occasions, all are of a nature 
to make him a marked man, not only in 
Burmah and among the Kar-rs, but also 
in more civilized and enlightened com- 
munities. 


Sau Tay’s Thoughts on Faith. 


I have been thinking much of the ex- 
position of the true nature of faith, which 
he gave tothe class the other morning. 
I confess | was taken by surprise to hear 
such language, so ready, simple and 
clear, and to the satisfaction of the in- 
quirer, who wished to know about the 
nature of Rahab’s faith,—whether it was 
to the saving of her soul,—and how it 
differed from the belief which makes the 
“devils also” tremble. As to what Ra- 
hab’s faith did for her—Sau Tay replied 
that in its immediate effects, it extended 
only to the salvation of her body ; but 
that it was not improbable, after such an 
auspicious beginning, and from her ulti- 
mate association with the children of 
Israel, that she became at length a part 
of the true Israel of God and a member 
of the household of faith, As to the 
nature of her faith, and of all saving 
faith,—he replied that it is a faith in 
which head and heart are equally con- 
cerned, The people of Jericho in gene- 
ral believed the power of God, as they 
had learned it by flying reports brought 
from beyond the Jordan. ‘They believed 
and trembled; that was the kind of faith 
But Rahab’s faith led 
her at the imminent risk of her life to 
make a covenant of peace with the ap- 
proaching hosts. Her heart prompted 
her to wise and timely action. “For ex- 
ample,” he continued, “you believe that. 
there is a city of Maulmain, not far dis- 
tant. You believe that this ship can 
carry you there. But unless your belief 
lead you to enter the ship, and suffer 
yourself to be borne thither, of what 
practical value is it to you? As yet it is 
confined to your head. — Let it once take 
hold of your heart, and you will forth- 
with be prompted to act. 


the devils have. 


“In like manner you believe that there 
is a Saviour of sinners, and that the 
Hloly Spirit can bring you to that eter- 
nal Refuge. If yours is a real faith, you 
will have no rest until you are there; 
it will move you to act.” 
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Faith and Action, 


But apart from the circumstances un- 
der which this clear exposition was given, 
— it has set me to thinking. Faith leads 
to action; that is clear; otherwise, ac- 
cording to James, it is a dead faith, and 
not faith at all. But seeing it is faith, 
it must not only lead us to action, but to 
action in advance of sight ;—just as Ra- 
hab, in advance of seeing the approach- 
ing hosts or hearing their trumpets peal 
the alarm, made her peace through these 
two representatives of the  Israclites ; 
and as the Christian, in like manner, 
makes his peace for eternity before the 
arrival of the great day, and before he 
hears the archangel’s trump. ‘They knew 
they were approaching, and that was 
enough; the Christian knows “the day” 
is at hand; that is enough for him. 
Before it comes, he acts in reference 
to it. 

And thus, in prospect of the whole of 
Christ’s church, there is a “day” at hand 
—a great day—a day of prophecy, a day 
of glory, when Christ's kingdom shall 
have universal sway. Of this, there can 
be no doubt. The church is entirely 
safe to act with reference to it. But as 
the day is not yet, the church’s work 
must manifestly be a work of faith—a 
work in advance of sight, and to carry 
on the definition, a work that shall start 
from the heart, sustained by the word of 
God. Now that the church has faith, 
and that the Baptists in America have 
faith, and that the Executive Committee 
have faith, cannot for a moment be 
questioned. But is there in any of us a 
faith proportioned to the greatness of 
God's promises, and the certainty of the 
approaching events? Are we willing to 
dip our feet (we shall not have to do 
more than that) in the waters of the 
overflowing stream, with the assurance 
that they will divide and make us a way 
to the land of promise? If the priests 
who bare the ark of the covenant had 
not ventured to wet their fect, perhaps 
the Israelites would have had another 
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tedious period of wandering in the wil- 
derness. 

Let us pray that no shrinking back, or 
division of purpose, or want of heart or 
hope, may keep the church of God in 
the wilderness beyond the appointed 
time. 

Importance of Concentration. 


We are rejoicing in the prospect of 
fresh helpers, and that so many of the new 
It is the 
judgment of a young head, and I wish 
it might coincide with the counsels of 


appointments are for Burmah, 


the wise and experienced, that it would 
be better for the American Baptists, 
while they have but a weak force of la- 
borers to send at all, if they should con- 
centrate that little upon this land, where 
besides their own, there is no truly evan- 
gelical labor, and leave other fields in 
the hands of others, already on the spot, 
whose efforts would be equally evangeli- 
cal and for the salvation of the heathen, 
with the Baptists. Is it of suflicient 
importance to make Baptist converts, 
that any of the little force under the 
control of the Missionary Union, should 
be appointed to neighborhoods where the 
gospel is already preached by Methodists, 
Congregationalists or Presbyterians ? 
The field in Barmah is large enough to 
employ all the funds and laborers that 
can be given, without, too, the risk of dan- 
gerous concentration in a few localities. 
At present we have only five stations, and 
none of these over supplied, Rangoon, 
Henthada, Prome, Bassein and Maulmain 
for strictly Burmese labor, and searcely 
more for the Karen,—and not to men- 
tion the broad field beyond the control 
of the British Government. 

Pray for us and for the school, that the 
pupils here may appreciate the impor- 
tance of a holy life, as well as a correct 
understanding of the Scriptures; and if 
they learn nothing more here, they may 
at least carry to their jungle homes and 
labors, the Divine assurance that “it is 
not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Con- 
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will be prepared to make a wise use of 
their acquirements. 


GERMANY, 
LETTER FROM MR. NIEMETZ. 


More Baptisms in Russia, 


The gospel has made new and glori- 
ous triumphs in Kurland. IT have al- 
ready reported the cases of conversion 
and admission to the church early in the 
present year. In the spring br. Gartner 
baptized eleven more souls, afterwards 
ten more, and, at the Russian Pentecost, 
sixty-three. ‘Ten more were to be bap- 
tized the following day in the city of 
Goldingen. The spirit of awakening is 
constantly extending, and is now ap- 
proaching Mitau, the chief town in Kur- 


land. 
Persecution Aroused. 


But the prince of darkness also is 
stirred up. Besides several minor an- 
noyances, br. Giirtner has been seized 
and taken from prison to prison like a 
common criminal. At the last account 
he was confined in Hasenpoth, the place 
from which he was liberated a year and 
a half since, on the ground of the impe- 
rial ukase. My blood boiled in my veins 
in view of this arbitrary act of persecu- 
tion, and I felt that it ought to be resist- 
ed. But on further reflection I deemed 
it most judicious to apply to the Minister 
of the Interior, in whose hands our cause 
rests, that I might at least hasten a de- 
cision. Should br. G. remain in prison a 
few weeks longer, application in refer- 
ence to the case will be made to the 
Senate. 

Several brethren from Libau, who were 
at our love-feast at Pentecost, return- 
ing home, took with them their religious 
papers, which would all, doubtless, have 
passed muster at Petersburg; but they 
were seized on the border, the authori- 
ties declaring that they were to be viewed 
as opposed to the politics of Russia, and 
that the brethren on whom they were 
found were liable to be brought before 


ducting their labors on such a basis, they | the criminal court. This time, however, 
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the brethren were allowed to escape, but 


their religious papers were taken and 
burned before their eyes. 


LETTERS TO MR. ONCKEN. 


Banished for their Religion. 

Soroczin, Russia, June 28, 1865.—In- 
formation has been received up to this 
date of the German brethren who emi- 
grated to Central Russia. Seven re- 
cent converts had been baptized into the 
death of Christ, and forty more are not 
far from the kingdom of God. The 
work is greatly interrupted, partly by the 
ecclesiastical authorities and partly by 
the dependent situation of our own mem- 
bers. Mr. Kelm has made several jour- 
neys to places where our members re- 
side, and where many are waiting to be 
baptized. 

The Baptists in the colony of New 
Dantzig, in Southern Russia, have been 
the objects of cruel persecution, Three 
brethren, last autumn, were sent beyond 
the border, and compelled to subscribe to 
a promise not to set foot in Russia again 
for three years. But returning in De- 
cember to take their families to Turkey, 
they were immediately arrested, a chain 
weighing twelve pounds fastened to their 
naked feet, and in that plight they were 
east into prison in the dead of winter. 
Their feet swelled by reason of the 
chains, and they also suffered from want 
of food. Two other brethren, ministers 
in New Dantzig, were sent with the 
three former beyond the border, and are 
in Tultscha, a German colony in Turkey. 
In a letter received from them, under 
date of March 24, they describe the won- 
ders God has done since their arrival. 
They found everything desolate; now 
there are about forty believers. 

Besides the five above-mentioned who 
were banished last year, eight more 
brethren from the colony in New Dant- 
zig have been arrested and cast into 
prison. It is reported that they also are 
to be transported into Turkey. 
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A Baptist in Jerusalem. 

Another brother made a tour to Old 
Dantzig, (near Elizabethgrad in the gov- 
ernment of Cherson,) and there baptized 
twenty-seven souls in the most imminent 
peril of being shot or beaten to death. 
He was at once arrested and sent to 
prison to Cherson, and afterwards he also 
was banished to Tarkey. According to 
the latest information, this brother trav- 
elled to Jerusalem, to preach the gospel 
there to the Russians journeying thither. 
The Russian who was converted in the 
prison of Jekatherinoslav and baptized 
in 1864, directly after his baptism was 
arrested and put under guard in a Rus- 
sian village, and teased by the Greek 
Catholic priests to renounce his religion. 
Very likely he will be banished for life 
to the mines of Siberia. 

Mixture of Success and Reverses. 

Notwithstanding these persecutions, 
the little churches of baptized believers 
have grown, so that at the close of 1864 
they numbered about 200 in the region 
of Odessa, 250 in Molotschua, &c. It is 
painful to add that a division has occur- 
red, by which the awakenings have been 
paralyzed, and some, through fear of ban- 
ishment, have returned into the bosom of 
the Lutheran church. Strangely enough, 
in the church to which they have re- 
turned in their weakness, Spurgeon’s 
sermons are read every Sabbath fore- 
noon. Now they repent their folly, but 
have not yet recovered from their fear. 

In the south of Russia there is an im- 
mense field of labor. In many colonies 
there are believers who are clear on the 
subject of baptism. The spiritual move- 
ment here is remarkable, both among 
Germans and Russians. “The harvest is 
plenteous, but the laborers are few.” 


LETTER FROM MR. HAUPT. 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Church in 
Jever. 
The little chapel in Jever has seen no 
such festal occasion or crowd of hearers 
since its dedication as on the twenty-fifth 
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anniversary of the organization of the 
church—its silver wedding. ‘The church 
had abundant reason for gratitude. Hav- 
ing journeyed for twenty-five years, sus- 
tained by the hand of a faithful God, its 
commencement and preservation are a 
manifest token of the rich grace of Je- 
hovah. This church is the offspring of 
Jehovah's power, like all the Baptist 
churches in Germany, as is perfectly evi- 
dent to any one who studies our history. 

Twenty-five years ago, Jever was call- 
ed by the neighboring converts in East 
Friesland “dead Jever,” because every- 
thing was in fact spiritually dead. What 
a panic was raised among the population 
when a man of Jever by the name of 
Liiken, who had heard the glad tidings 
of the gospel from an awakened tailor, 
and had been converted in Hamburg and 
baptized, returned to his native city, and 
by his profession of faith caused the first 
beams of light to penetrate this night of 
unbelief. The people ran out of their 
houses to see the pious Liiken, as they 
did to see a Turkish pasha. Searcely at 
that time would he have ventured to pre- 
dict that in twenty-five years so fine a 
church would meet to celebrate its anni- 
versary in its own house of prayer and 
under the protection of the magistrates. 
What cannot God do! 

The testimony of this now departed 
brother was blessed of God to three, and 
afterwards to five, souls, who were bap- 
tized by Mr. Oncken. In 1840, Mr. 
Remmers, who had been in a wonderful 
manner converted and brought into the 
church at Hamburg, came to Jever and 
commenced his labors. Late in the sum- 
mer of that year ten souls were ready to 
follow Christ, and Mr. Oncken was sent 
for to come and baptize them. A gener- 


al storm now burst out in the city, when |. 


it became known that the hated Oncken 
was coming, and he was obliged to leave 
Jever again immediately after his arriv- 
al. It was not till eight days afterwards 
that it was possible to visit the city pri- 
vately and administer the ordinance. 
The church was organized on that occa- 
sion. How gladly would the brethren 
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have kept him with them for a while ; 

but he was forced to leave, his enemies 

having already formed their plans to seize 

and imprison him—and these enemies in- 

cluded the clergy. Happily he escaped ; 
but the infant church had to face many a 
storm. They ventured to hold their meet- 
ings only in secret; but they were dis- 
covered and disturbed; the members 
were brought before the magistrates, 
threatened, fined, and in various ways 
persecuted. It is wonderful how fruitful 
in expedients love to Christ is at such a 
time. When the infant church found 
that they could nowhere meet in safety, 
they fell upon the happy expedient of 
holding their meetings very early in the 
morning, before their enemies were out 
upon the hunt. The plan was success- 
ful ; and when the people went to church, 
our brethren had already concluded their 
service. 

The aged father Hinrichs, in whose house 
the meetings were held, suffered the worst. 
The old and watchful Christian warrior 
was so often condemned and fined, that 
once he had really nothing at all. They 
even took away his bed,on which he rested 
after a hard day's work. It brings tears 
to the eyes to hear the old hero tell of 
those days. The reminiscences of that 
period by the aged brother and faithful 
pastor of the church, Mr. Remmers, were 
highly interesting. Gladly would we 
recite more of them, did we not fear that 
this report would become tedious. Suf- 
fice it to say, that the period of persecu- 
tion lasted eight years. It was not till 
1848 that opposition came to an end, and 
the church had peace, which has contin- 
ued to this day. 

So much for the history of the church. 
We now come to the celebration. 

On the 2d of September we went to 
Jever. An omnibus-ride of eight hours 
is not very agreeable ; but the society of 
the brethren, and especially of br. Onck- 
en, made it interesting. We were re- 
ceived with joy in Jever, and soon found 
ourselves among hospitable brethren. 
In the evening, we would gladly have 


serenaded br. Oncken; but where were 
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the singers? Brethren from Halsbeck 
and Varel were hastily brought together 
and informed of our wishes. Singers 
from Halsbeck, Varel, Bremen and Je- 
ver extemporized a choir, and wesang be- 
fore the door as well as we could. Br. 
Oncken, always happy, came out and 
thanked us, probably more for our love 
than our skill. 

Sept. 3d was a precious Sabbath, 
which will ever be memorable in the his- 
tory of the church in Jever. Softly and 
sweetly, as the sun arose upon the fields, 
the glory of God beamed over the re- 
joicing church. The day was commen- 
ced by a numerously attended prayer- 
meeting. Mr. Oncken preached both 
morning and afternoon from Isa. 63: 7- 


9; the service in the afternoon was fol- 
lowed by the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper. In the holy quiet of the scene 
the steps of Him who walks in the midst 
of the golden candlesticks were distinctly 
heard. The happy minutes flew too 
fast. After the departure of Mr. Onck- 
en, a beautiful watch was presented to 
Mr. Remmers for his long and faithful 
services, and an appropriate gift also to 
the aged deacon. 

The third service continued from eight 
till ten. The ceremony was concluded 
the next day by a love-feast, attended by 
brethren from far and near. Addresses, 
reminiscences of earlier times and sing- 
ing filled up the time, and all praised 
God for the wonders He had wrought. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 


THE PROPAGANDA COLLEGE IN ROME. 


Having spent six weeks in Rome dur- 
ing the winter of 1864, and having wit- 
nessed the wonderful activity of the Je- 
suits and other Roman ecclesiastics in 
the cause of Ultramontanism, I was anx- 
ious to know something also of what 
Rome was doing in missions among the 
heathen. I had read with much interest, 
in India, the accounts of the self-denying 
labors of Pere Andrada and other Italian 
missionaries in the wilds of Thibet and 
among the Buddhists of Central Asia, as 
well as of the indefatigable exertions of 
the Jesuits at the Court of Akbar and 
Shah Jehan. 

I found the ecclesiastics connected with 
the missions in Rome very polite, and 
willing to afford information; they, in 
fact, pride themselves on their missionary 
zeal as one of the marks of a true church, 
and are very fond of contrasting what 
they consider the superior zeal and self- 
sacrifice of their missionaries with that of 


Protestant Societies—certainly in this 
point, fas est et ab hoste doceri.* 

I paid repeated visits to the Collegio 
della Propaganda Fide in the Piazza de 
Spagna. It was founded in 1622 by Pope 
Gregory XV. with the express object of 
training, as missionaries to heretical or 
infidel countries, young foreigners, who 
should return to their native land to 
spread the Romish faith. Rome has al- 
ways adopted the maxim, a diamond can 
best cut a diamond; and this college, 
very different from some Protestant Mis- 
sionary Societies, has preferred training 
native agents to the costly machinery of 
foreigners. The external success has 
shown it was a wise step. The number 
of pupils now amounts to about 120 from 
all countries. I met two students from 
India there, who, in common with the 

*The Propaganda hasa Cardinal as Secreta- 
ry, and the business of its missions is managed 
by a Committee composed of ten or twelve Car- 
dinals: a report is given in every Sunday to 
the pope. 
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pupils of the English, Trish, Scotch and 
German Colleges, attend the lectures on 
theology and science of the Jesuit fathers. 
At the Collegio Romano I heard some of 
these lectures, and it was a striking sight 
to observe more than four hundred youths 
in their picturesque gowns, blue, red, 
white, according to their respective na- 
tionalities, taking notes of the lectures. 
The professor delivers all his lectures in 
Latin, which is the lingua franca of the 
Reman colleges. There is special in- 
struction delivered in the learned lan- 
guages of the East. I was acquainted 
with one professor in the Collegio Roma- 
no who was sent to Syria to complete his 
studies in Arabic; he is now adding 
Sanskrit to his acquisitions. 

The policy of Rome is “unity amid 
diversity.” During the Epiphany week, 
which may be called the missionary week 
in Rome, a missionary sermon is preached 
every day—on one day in English, an- 
other in French, another in German, an- 
other in Italian. I heard two delivered 
in English—one by the president of the 
English college in Rome, the other by a 
Capuchin friar; in both, the audience, as 
is so often the case in Rome, was com- 
posed chicfly of English travellers, who, 
however, did not seem to contribute a 
large sum; but Rome's chief reliance is 
in the untiring zeal of her collectors, who 
are fully organized. 

In rituals Rome shows her malleability. 
While in England a parish is often thrown 
into endless confusion by a young clergy- 
man’s slavery to the letter of every rubric, 
Rome allows a wide range; though in 
Europe she insists on the Latin ritual, she 
permits Eastern churches to celebrate the 
offices in the Oriental languages. I at- 
tended one of the services in the Propa- 
ganda chapel during Epiphany week, in 
which service was performed at five dif- 
ferent altars, in Syriac, Chaldee, Greek, 
Slavonic and Armenian. The priests, 
dressed in the oriental ecclesiastical dress, 
and with the flowing beard, presented a 
very venerable and dignified appearance. 
The Abbe Bertrand gives full informa- 
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tion on this subject of the use of oriental 
liturgies.* 

The library of the Propaganda contains 
30,000 volumes, chiefly on theology and 
canon law; very few are on missions. 
There are, however, some valuable manu- 
scripts on Indian languages, and one con- 
tains a report of the Synod of Diamper, 
which decreed the burning of the manu- 
script documents of the Syrian churches, 
and whose proceedings are worth being 
known. 

Attached to the college is the printing- 
press, well supplied with oriental types. 
Many works of great typographical beau- 
ty have issued from this. But Lyons has 
taken the lead of Rome in missionary 
publications. I visited the Propaganda 
printing-press at Lyons, and was sur- 
prised at the great activity and ability 
exhibited in the publication of the “An- 
nales de la Propagation de la Foi,” which 
are issued simultaneously every second 
month, in five or six of the leading lan- 
guages of Europe. They have a circu- 
lation of 220,000 copies, viz.: French, 
142,000; English, 20,000; German, 20,- 
500; Spanish, 1,950; Flemish, 6,000; 
Italian, 25,000; Portuguese, 2,500; 
Dutch, 2,000 ; Polish, 500. The expense 
of the “Annals” and other missionary 
publications amounts to 217,000 francs 
annually.t 

I was present in the chapel of the Pro- 
paganda at the annual festival of lan- 
guages in the Epiphany week. It lasts 
two days, amid a crowded assemblage of 
cardinals, monsignors, and visitors from 
all nations, admitted by ticket—when 
the pupils recite speeches and poetry in 
their respective languages, relating tothe 

*Histoire des Missions de Madura. 


+The modern efforts in connection with the 
Propaganda began in 1816, in the labors oftwo 
females to collect subscriptions among the 
workmen of Lyons for missions in America, 
and weekly sou subscriptions were received. 
The first four years 4,000 francs annually were 
collected; but the next year it rose to 105,000 
francs, and now it has reached 4,000,000 francs; 
in 1822 it was fully organized at the Propa- 
ganda, with Lyons, its cradle, as its centre. 
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work of missions as the result of Christ’s 
manifestation to the Gentiles. , The visitor 
is supplied with an Italian translation of 
what is recited. The performance is va- 
ried by some choice music. The day I 
was present thirty-two different lan- 
guages were spoken; among these was 
the Hindustani. This, and other scenes 
in Rome, showed the wonderful power 
the papacy has of attracting within the 
sphere of her influence all nationalities, 
and giving scope toevery kind of talent. 

It is a curious fact, that while at Rome 
the old trunk of the papacy is rotten at 
the core, yet it is sending out vigorous 
branches and offshoots abroad ; the papa- 
cy has more moral vigor in Paris than she 
has at Rome ;* while in Italy her num- 
bers are rapidly lessening, in England 
they are increasing, and in India there 
are twelve Italian bishops, and a host of 
Italian missionaries. Out of 2,000 Jesuit 
missionaries now in the field, 490 are 
from Italy. The Pope’s Chamberlain 
told me they were strengthening their 
forces at Calcutta and Bombay. The 
dissolution of the monasteries in Italy 
will supply many candidates for foreign 
work.+ 


*The “Annals de la Propagation de la Foi’’ 
give many details of the zeal exhibited in col- 
lecting for missions—by knife-grinders in the 
Alps, girls of the working-class at Leghorn, 
poor villagers in Ireland, the operatives of 
Amiens, poor soldiers, the inmates even of hos- 
pitals, and the fishermen of New Caledonia ;— 
while more than 500 Romish females have, 
within the last twenty years, gone out from 
Europe to engage in female education in India 
and China, where they labor with great zeal 
-and self-denial for life. Two sisters from 
Trent, in Italy, have lately gone to the Kish- 
nagurh Romish Mission in North India. 


tIn 1863, France contributed to the Romish 
Mission 3,307,000 francs; Italy only 420,000 
francs, or one-seventh. France has 90,000 fe- 
males in orders as Scurs de Charité, &c.; 
Rome has very few belonging to the active 
class, but plenty of the so-called contemplative. 
In France, much of the money is raised by 
subscriptions of one sou weekly; there is a 
collector to each ten persons, and another head 
collector to each of these ten collectors, or one 
hundred subscribers; there is a chief collector 
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But Rome is being counterchecked in 
a quarter where she least expected it—in 
the movement now increasing rapidly 
among Italian priests and laymen in fa- 
vor of a reform in the Italian church, 
similar to that of the English church, in 
favor of Catholicity in opposition to the 
modern claims of the papacy ; and though 
the movement at present aims only at 
disciplinary reform, yet the following 
points, warmly advocated, must lead fur- 
ther, and involve doctrinal changes, viz., 
the abolition of celibacy, the free circu- 
lation of the Bible, the liturgy in the ver- 
nacular, and the restoration of their 
rights in the election of bishops to the 
clergy and people. I met at Naples the 
leader in this movement, which comprises 
more than eight hundred priests, and has 
the cordial support of the leacing jour- 
nals in Italy. 

I visited at Naples a missionary col- 
lege, founded a century ago by the cele- 
brated Jesuit missionary to China, Father 
Ripa, for the training of Chinese youths 
for the mission work in Europe. It con- 
tains now twelve pupils. The numbers 
formerly were greater; but experience 
has taught Rome, that while it is expe- 
dient to have a few natives trained in 
Europe, yet the danger of denationaliz- 
ing them counteracts in various respects 
the benefits they would derive from a 
residence in Europe. 

At Paris there is a flourishing Romish 
Missionary College in the Rue de Bee, 
which has sent out a great number of 
laborers into the field, and who, in the 
spirit of self-sacrifice and identification 
with native society, set a noble example, 
worthy of a purer creed. Some of the 
missionaries and bishops have won the 


for one hundred collectors, who transmits the 
amount to the Councils, one of which is at 
Lyons, the other at Paris, composed of ecclesi- 
astics and laymen, who distribute the amount 
among the different missions; they render their 
services gratuitously. Each collector circulates 
a copy of the “Annals” among his ten sub- 
scribers. After being read, it remains with 
him; 180,000 copies are circulated every two 
months among subscribers. ; 


crown of martyrdom in China and Co- 
chin China within the last ten years. A 
room in this college, called La Salle de 
Martyrs, is set apart for exhibiting some 
of their relics and the instruments of tor- 
ture by which they met their death. 
—Church Missionary Intelligencer. 


THE LAPLANDERS. 

The Laplanders inhabit the most 
northern part’of Europe, and number in 
all about 10,000 souls, divided, in almost 
equal proportions, between Norway, 
Sweden, and Russia. They are of 
Asiatic origin, closely related to the 
Finlanders and the Hungarians. There 
can be little doubt that at a very early 
period they inhabited a part of Turkey. 
It is possible that they may have come 
into Europe in the train of Attila, or, 
like the Hungarians, at a somewhat later 
period ; but having been so long subject 
to Europeans, they have utterly lost their 
former martial character, and become 
servile and effeminate. It is not easy to 
ascertain what form of heathenism pre- 
vailed amongst them; but strange to 
say, the most recent investigations ap- 
pear to lead to the conclusion that they 
were Buddhists, and that many of them 
are Buddhists at heart to this very day. 
About the middle of the fourteenth cen- 
tury they were compelled to conform to 
Romanism; but while they outwardly 
adopted the new religion, it was only 
like a cloak, which they laid aside again 
as soon as they ceased to be watched. 
Being Buddhists, they were not open 
idolaters, though they had small images 
in their houses; their ceremonies con- 
sisted chiefly in the use of ablutions, in- 
cantations, and charms, which it was 
easy for them to retain and perpetuate in 
secret. When an infant had been receiv- 
ed into the Christian church, it had to 
undergo a certain exorcising process im- 
mediately on its return home. Whenever 
a Laplander went to the Lord’s Supper, 
he would on the way select some seclud- 
ed spot, and there, by means of confes- 
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the heathen deity, whom he was about 

reluctantly to offend by joining in a cere- 

mony peculiar to Christianity. When, 

after the time of the Reformation, the 

Laplanders of Sweden and Norway were 

compelled to conform to Protestantism, 

their real character underwent no mate- 

rial change. The Protestant clergy ap- 

pointed to the inhospitable parishes of 
Lapland were usually the refuse of their 

class, who were pretty attentive to the 

few Norwegians settled in their parishes, 

but in other respects contented them- 
selves with going through their preserib- 
ed round of duties. Occasionally a better 
minister would endeavor to be somewhat 
more faithful with his parishioners; but 
they knew how to make him desist. If 
he came to visit them, they would set 
before him the most offensive articles of 
food, bad enough to poison him; or sup- 
ply him with unmanageable reindeer, 
whose fury threatened to put an end to 
his, life. In this way the minister’s pa- 
tience and zeal were soon worn out, and 
he would naturally seek to be promoted, 
as speedily as possible, to a parish situat- 
ed in some more civilized region. 

The Laplanders may be divided into 
two classes or castes—one pastoral, the 
other devoted to fishing or catching birds. 
The latter naturally resides along the 
coast, which, in Norway especially, is in- 
dented by numerous gulfs and _ inlets. 
They live in huts made of turf; their 
food consists principally of fish, and is 
dressed with the same train oil that burns 
in their lamps. The pastoral] Lapland- 
ers, who keep herds of reindeer, live on 
the hills, or rather on the elevated table- 
lands above the coasts. Their dwellings 
consist of the rudest tents, and the rein- 
deer supplies them with food. In sum- 
mer the days in those high latitudes are 
very long; in some districts the sun re- 
mains above the horizon during twenty- 
three out of the twenty-four hours. The 
heat then becomes intense, and engen- 
ders such clouds of stinging flies that the 
cattle rush into the thickest smoke they 
can find, in order to obtain some relief; 


sion and ablution, propitiate beforehand 


while the men are compelled to besmear 
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their hands and faces with tar. To es- 
cape from their tormenters, the hill-men 
almost invariably drive their herds down 
to the sea-coast, where they also sell 
skins and other produce, and purchase 
such articles as they need, if at least 
they can abstain from wasting all their 
money upon ardent spirits, of which 
they are passionately fond. All Lap- 
landers, especially the hill-men, are some- 
what sullen towards Europeans, unless 
they are propitiated by a present of 
liquor and tobacco; but, although sul- 
len, they are timid, so that no violence 
need be apprehended from them. 

The Board of Missions, having been 
ordered by the king to extend its opera- 
tions to the Laplanders of Norway, was 
providentially directed to select for its 
agent a man peculiarly fit for that work. 

His name was Thomas von Westen. 
He was originally a pgor boy, destined 
by his father to learn some trade; but 
as, in spite of all obstacles and _prohibi- 
tions, he manifested a most studious dis- 
position, his father was at length persuad- 
ed by some friends, who engaged to de- 
fray the expense, to allow him to go to 
the University. In compliance with his 
father’s wishes, he studied medicine ; but 
just when he was about to receive a 
doctor’s diploma, his father died, and 
the young man jmmediately abandoned 
medicine to study for the ministry. 

Being now limited to his own resources, 
he had to struggle with want. It is said 
that he was able to procure a regular meal 
only once in two days; and he and a 
fellow-student, who shared the same 
room, had only one decent coat between 
them, so that when one went out, the 
other was compelled to stay at home. 
When his studies were completed, he 
found a friend in a widow, who support- 
ed him, and, after some time, became his 
companion for life. In 1710 he was ap- 
pointed to a parish in the northern part 
of Norway. On the transit to that place 
all his wife's property was lost, and one 
of his young step-daughters perished in 
the sea. He found his parishioners vio- 
lently opposed to evangelical truth, and 
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for some years had very up-hill work 
with them; but by degrees they learned 
to appreciate both his doctrine and his 
character. 

It was early in 1716 that Westen was 
appointed Principal of the Lapland Mis- 
sion. He immediately determined to 
commence his operations by visiting, in 
the course of that summer, the maritime 
Laplanders, many of whom are conver. 
sant with the Norwegian language. He 
calculated upon arriving among them 
just at the season when many of the 
hill-Laplanders also would come down 
to the coast, and this expectation was 
realized. Ile succeeded in visiting, dur- 
ing that summer, almost every place in- 
habited by Laplanders that was accessi- 
ble from the sea; but not content with 
simply exploring his field of labor, he 
made it a practice to converse in private 
with as many individuals as he could 
obtain access to; for he found that such 
private conversation produced a deeper 
impression than public addresses. In 
autumn he was obliged to return to 
Drontheim; but two faithful assistants 
who had accompanied him, remained be- 
hind to carry on the good work. 

Thus he continued to itinerate amongst 
them for seven years, when his health 
was so completely shaken, that he was 
not able to travel among the Laplanders 
again. But he continued his home la- 
bors, in preparing books for them, and 
training preachers, catechists, and school- 
teachers at Drontheim. Several of his 
pupils were converted Laplanders, and 
when it was known that his health 
would not permit him to go far from 
home, many visits were paid to him by 
Laplanders from a distance. 

It is a painful fact, that to the very 
last this good man had te endure much 
opposition on the part of the higher 
clergy of Norway. He died in the Lord 
in April, 1727, 80 poor that the funeral 
expenses had to be defrayed by friends, 
and so hated by the clergy that no min- 
ister would officiate at his grave. But 
he long continued to be known as “the 
lecturer who loved the Lapland man.” 
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And there can be no doubt that he en- 
tered into the joy of his Lord. 

After his death, the work was for some 
time carried on by his pupils; but by 
degrees it came to be neglected, and the 
Laplanders relapsed into state of 
mournful ignorance. In our day, how- 
ever, a man of God, named Stockileth, 
has been raised up as the successor of 
Thomas von Westen. The remarks 
which we have made apply only to the 
Laplanders of Norway. ‘The history of 
those who live in Sweden is of a similar 
character, marked by long periods of 
neglect, but interrupted by occasional 
seasons of evangelical effort. At the 
present time there are several good men 
laboring for their spiritual welfare. Re- 
garding those who are subjects to Russia 
little is known, and there is reason to 
fear that many of them are still attached 
to their heathen rites and ceremonies. 

—Caleutta Christian Observer, 


THE HAWATAN ISLANDS. 
Variouscircumstances have occurred to 
invest these islands with a peculiar inter- 
est. Within less than half a century 


they have, under enlightened Christian 
teaching, emerged from barbarism and 


assumed a highly respectalfle position 
among the civilized nations of the world, 
They enjoy the advantages of consti- 
tutional government and of just laws 
impartially administered, and the stimu- 
lus which has been given to efforts in 
favor of education among all classes is 
truly wonderful! But the crowning 
glory of these islands, and the source 
and spring of all their other blessings, is 
the gospel. 

The following statement, corrobora- 
tive of the great work that has been car- 
ried on by the missionaries in Hawaii, is 
by R. HL. Dana, Esq. 

“It is no small thing to say of the mis- 
sionaries of the American Board, that in 
less than forty years they have taught 
this whole people to read and to write, to 
cipher and to sew. They have given 
them an alphabet, grammar, and diction- 
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ary ; preserved their language from ex- 
tinction; given it a literature, and trans- 
lated into it the Bible and works of devo- 
tion, science, and entertainment, &e., &e. 
They have established schools, reared up 
native teachers, and so pressed their 
work that now the proportion of inhabi- 
tants who can read and write is greater 
than in New England ; and whereas they 
found these islanders a nation of half- 
naked savages, living in the surf and on 
the sand, eating raw fish, fighting among 
themselves, tyrannized over by feudal 
chiefs, and abandoned to sensuality, they 
now see them decently clothed, recog- 
nizing the law of marriage, knowing 
something of accounts, going to school 
and public worship with more regularity 
than the people do at home, and the 
more enlightened of them taking part in 
conducting the affairs of the constitu- 
tional monarchy under which they live, 
holding seats on the judicial bench and 
in the legislative chambers, and filling 
posts in the local magistracies. 

“It is often objected against missiona- 
ries that a people must be civilized be- 
fore it can be Christianized ; or, at least, 
that the two processes must go on te- 
gether, and that the mere preacher, with 
his book under his arm, among a barbar- 
ous people, is an unprofitable laborer. 
But the missionaries to the Sandwich 
Islands went out in families and plant- 
ed themselves in households, carrying 
with them, and exhibiting to the natives, 
the customs, manners, comforts, disci- 
pline, and order of civilized society. 
Each house was a centre and source of 
civilizing influences; and the natives 
generally yielded to the superiority 
of our civilization and copied its ways; 
for, unlike the Asiaties, they had no civ- 
ilization of their own, and, unlike the 
North American Indians, they were ca- 
pable of civilization. Each missionary 
was obliged to qualify himself, to some 
extent, as a physician and surgeon, before 
leaving home; and each mission-house 
had its medicine chest, and was the place 
of resort by the natives for medicines and 
medical advice and care. Each mission-. 


62 


ary was a school teacher to the natives in 
their own language, and the women of 
the missions, who were no less mission- 
aries than their husbands, taught schools 
for women and children, instructing 
them not only in books, but in sewing, 
knitting and ironing, in singing by note, 
and in the discipline of children. These 
mission families, too, were planted as 
garrisons would have been planted by a 
military conqueror, in places where there 
were no inducements of trade to carry 
families ; so that no large region, however 
difficult of access or undesirable as a 
residence, is without its headquarters of 
religion and civilization. The women of 
the mission, too, can approach the native 
women and children in many ways not 
open to men—as in their sickness, and 
by the peculiar sympathies of sex—and 
thus exert the tenderest, which are often 
the most decisive influences. 

“In the course of the two months I 
have spent upon these islands, it has been 
my good fortune to be the guest of many 
of the mission families, and to become 
more or less acquainted’ with nearly all 
of them. And, besides fidelity in the 

discharge of their duties to the natives, 
I can truly say, that in point of kindness 
and hospitality to strangers, of intelli- 
gence and general information, of solici- 
tude and painstaking for the liberal edu- 
cation of their children, and of zeal for 
the acquirement of information of every 
sort, it would be difficult to find their su- 
periors among the most favored families 
at home. I have seen in their houses 
collections of minerals, shells, plants, 
and flowers, which must be valuable to 
science ; and the missionaries have often 
preserved the best, sometimes the only 
records of the volcanic eruptions, earth- 
quakes, and other phenomena and meteo- 
rological observations. Besides having 
given, as I have said, to the native lan- 
guage an alphabet, grammar, dictionary, 
and literature, they have done nearly all 
that has been done to preserve the nation- 
al traditions, legends, and poetry. But 
for the missionaries, it is my firm belief 
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been a written language ; there would 
have been few or no trustworthy early 
records, historical or scientific ; the tradi- 
tions would have perished, the native 
government would have been overborne 
by foreign influences, and the interesting, 
intelligent, gentle native race would have 
sunk into insignificance, and perhaps into 
servitude to the dominant whites. 

“The educational system of the islands 
is the work of the missionaries and their 
supporters among the foreign residents, 
and one, formerly of the mission, is now 
Minister of Education. In every district 
are free schools for natives. In these 
they are taught reading, writing, singing 
by note, arithmetic, grammar, and geog- 
raphy, by native teachers. At Lahaina- 
luna is the Normal School for Natives, 
where the best scholars from the district 
schools are received and carried to an 
advanced stage of education, and those 
who desire it are fitted for the duties of 
teachers. This was originally a mission 
school, but it is now partly a govern- 
ment institution. Several of the mis- 
sionaries, in small and remote stations, 
have schools for advanced studies, among 
which I visited several times that of Mr. 
Lyman, at Hilo, where there are nearly 
100 native lads; and all the under-teach- 
ers are nafives. These lads had an 
orchestra of ten or twelve flutes, which 
made very creditable music. At Hono- 
lulu there is a royal school for natives, 
and another middle school for whites 
and half-castes; for it has been found 
expedient generally to separate the races 
in education. Both these schools are in 
excellent condition. But the special 
pride of the missionary efforts for educa- 
tion is the High School of Punahou. 
This was established for the education of 
the children of the mission families, and 
has been enlarged to receive the children 
of other foreign residents, and is now an 
incgrporated college, with some seventy 
scholars. The course of studies goes as 

far as the end of the Sophomore year in 
our New England colleges, and is expect- 
ed soon to go farther. The teachers are 
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young men of the mission families, taught 
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garded these brethren with intense ha- 
tred as religious renegades. Both were 
soldiers in the army of British India; 
both had acquired a considerable knowl- 


five pupils from this school, one of whom | edge of medicine ; both were learned in 
was the first scholar, and four of whom | the Scriptures, and practiced disputants. 
were among the first seven scholars of | By various disguises, by presents, and by 
the year; and another of the professors | relieving and healing the sick, they 
at Punahou was the first scholar of his | succeeded in penetrating the heart of 
year at New Haven. I attended several | Asia, and there preached the gospel until 
recitations at Punahou in Greek, Latin, | the winter approached. When snow be- 
and mathematics; and after having said | gan to fall, the people sent them away 
that the teachers were leading scholars | for fear that they would be troubled 
in our colleges, and the pupils mostly | with the cold, having obtained their 
children of the mission families, I need | promise to return next summer and tell 
hardly add that I advised the young men | them more about Christ’s religion— The 
to remain there to the end of the course, | Sower. 
as they vould not pass the Freshman and 
Sophomore aren more — else- SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 
where, in my judgment. examina- 
tions in Latin and Greek were particular- 
z and Miss A. M. Field sailed from New 
y & York in the N. B. Palmer, Dee. 19, 
The Greek was read both by the quanti- | jo¢5 ar. and Mrs. Kre 22 
yer are to join 
ty and by the printed accent, and the 
teachers were disposed to follow the | Missi ep k 
Continental pronunciation of the vowels 
in the classic languages, if that system —+—-- 
should be adopted in the New England 
Colleges. It is upon that system that nipiemereetanieei 
the native alphabet was constructed by 
the missionaries. This institution must Maine. 
Buckfield, two sisters 3.50; No. 


determine, in a great measure, the charac- Livenmece, 1; 


ter, not only of the rising generation of Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., Mrs. E. 
A. Richardson tr., 12; Liver- 


first at this school, with educations finish- 
ed in the colleges of New England, 
where they have taken high rank. At 
Williams College there were at one time’ 
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whites, but, as education proceeds down- ae, 31.50 
wards, and not upwards, also that of the Sew 
natives. It is the chief hope of the peo- | Goffstown, ch. 14.25 


ple, who have spent their utmost upon it.” Vermont. 
—wN. Y. Tribune. Thetford, avails of old gold 19- 
-53; Brattleboro’, ch., a friend, 
A. A. Cheney tr., 1; 20.53 


Massachusetts. 
NEW FIELD IN INDIA. West Newbury, Wm. Merrill 3; 


Boston, J. Worthing, for the 
The attention of Christians in Great | Shan Miss., care Rev. M. Hf 
Bixby, Toungoo, Burmah, 10; 
Britain has been arrested by the journals Thorndike, Miss Nancy How- 
of two Afghans, converts from Mohamme- | "4.1; Geo. Mixter5; Boston, 
a friend 50; Framingham, a 


danism, who penetrated Kafiristan, a | friend 12; Wendell, Thomas 
large mountainous count ing F. Sawin 2; Woburn, Ladies’ 


into the very centre of the Hindu Koosh. | tow. sup. of nat. student, care 


Rev. C. H. Carpenter, Ran- 
This region has hitherto been unvisited a, Bermsh, Boverty, 


by any Christian teacher. It was neces- st ch., Ladies’ Miss. Circle 
63: 


sary to pass throrgh a wide territory in- a 
habited by fierce Mohammedans, who re- 5.50; 
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West Acton, ch., of wh. 4.24 is 
fr. penny coll. of Sab. sch., J. 
M. Brown tr., 7.93; 

Boston So. Asso., Brookline, ch., 
mon. con., G. Brooks tr., 

Taunton Asso., Raynham, ch., A. 
J. Barker tr., 

Lowell Asso., Groton, ch., of wh. 
4 is for Bibles, 


Connecticut. 
oe. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


ec., 
Mansfield, ch. 6.24; Milton, Miss 
E. Benedict 20; 
New York. 
Shushan, Mrs. D. Dobbin 2; 
Sargent Bagley 
0 


Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. 


ec., 
Hudson River South Asso.; New 
York, 16th ch., in part, 102; 
Rev. J. V.Ambler5; Pierrepont 
street ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. 
of nat. pr., 60; Brooklyn, 
Elizabeth Ward 10; Harlem, 
Ist ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of 
nat. pr., care Rey. J. L. Doug- 
lass, Bassein, Burmah,70; W. 
P. Groom, mon. sup. of Rev. 
J. Knowlton, Ningpo, 
China, 75; 
Hudson River North Asso., Cats- 
kill, ch. 60; A. Van De Boe 
10; W. H. Gifford 5; Athens, 


ch. 30; 

Oswego Asso., Oswego, O. M. 
Band 

Chemung River Asso., Corning, 
ch. 21.30; Painted Post, ch. 6; 

Hudson River Central Asso., Tar- 


322.00 


50.00 
27.30 


rytown, ch., bal., 100.00 


Nebraska Asso., Nebraska, per 
Rev. E. W. Hall, 23.25; Bel- 
ville, ch. 9.20; 


New Jersey. 
So. Orange, Henrietta Gardner 
Ohio. 
Bellville, Susan Phillips 1; 
Painesville, Ist ch., M. 
Bishop 57; Marietta, 1st ch., 
F. E. Pearce tr., 84.79; 


Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, Mrs. C. A. L., of 
wh. 30 is for nat. pr., care Rev. 
M. H. Bixby, Toungoo, Bur- 
mah, 90; Bethany, Lois Tor- 
rey 1; Ann E. Torrey 50 cts.; 
Upland, John P. Crozer 1000; 
New Philadelphia, Wm. Me- 
Coy 1.75; Eaton, Dea. Thomas 
Mitchell 4; 

Illinois. 


Henry, Mrs. Ephraim Hoyt 1; 
Champaigne, Sab. sch., six 
young ladies, class of M. A. 

avis, care Rev. M. H. Bixby, 
for the Shan Mission, 20; 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. See., 

Clear Creek Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Chicago Asso., Chicago, Fifth ch. 

Dixon Asso., Morrison, ch. 


ions. [ February, 1866, 


Edwardsville Asso., Upper Al- 
ton, Shurtleff College, Miss. 
Soc., for Rangoon Theo. Sem., 

Galesburg Asso., Berwick, ch., 
Mrs. A. J. Colwell 

Illinois River Asso., Peoria, Ist 
ch., Wm. Simpson 

Illinois River East Asso., Dela- 
van, ch. 

Mattoon Asso., coll. at Asso. 

Quincy Asso., Belmont, ch. 


Indiana. 
Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist Sec., 
Friendship Asso., Jefferson, ch., 
Rey. K. Parks, collector, 


Michigan. 

Grand Rapids, 1st ch. 

Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Shiawasse Asso., Lansing, ch., 
Mrs. G. H. Hickod 

Washtenaw Asso., Ypsilanti, ch. 
64,09; Ann Arbor, ch. 13.50; 7 


Wisconsin. 

Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Winnebago Asso., Oshkosh, Ist 
ch. 2; Oshkosh, 2d ch. 1; 

Minnesota. 

Coll. per Rev. 8S. M. Osgood, 
Dist. Sec., 

Minnesota Asso., St. Paul, 1st ch. 
17.55: Hastings, ch. 10.12; of 
wh. 21.36 is for Bible distrib. ; 

Alabama. 

Huntsville, an officer of the 
army 

Delaware. 

Wilmington, John Mengold 5; 
Fred Neutze 5; 

Missouri. 
St. Louis, Jefferson, Miss. Sab. 


sch. 
Canada West. 
Port Hope, Wm. Craig 
Burmah, 
Rangoon, Rev. D. L. Brayton 89- 
68; Rev. A. T. Rose 28.64; 


cies. 
Thetford, Vt., Dea. Silas Follett, 
per W. W. Baker, 
Lynn, Mass., Dea. J. Bacheller, 
per J. P. Woodbury, in part, 193.69 
Fairfield, Ct., Ebenezer Silliman, 
per N. L. Silliman, Exr., in 
part, 8427.76 
Vermillion, N. Y., Rev. Peter 
Witt, per Edward Bartlett, 
26.32 


Exr., bal., 
— 8909.02 


11,596.15 
Less donation received June 12, 
1865, from Mary A.. Noble 
Swaim, which by her will is to 
be held as a permanent fund, 
and the interest used annually, 5000.00 


$6596.51 
Total from April 1 to Dec. 30, 1865, $69,- 


13.43 28.25 
39.14 1.00 
8.00 2.00 
36.68 65.00 
— 268.25 2.50 
1.50 
— 139.00 
: 1.00 
12.00 6.10 
1.00 
7.59 
— 94.69 
3.00 
105.00 
38.91 
: 10.00 
: ue 
32.45 
— 648.75 
8.25 
1.00 
13.40 
118.32 
142.79 
1097.25 
8.00 
7.50 051.73. 


